
Robert’s Rules Reduced

(for use by the Wisconsin Conference UCC)

The following motions, adapted from Robert’s rules of Order, should be sufficient for Conference business. Any 
motion takes precedence over those listed below it in the table. However, once an undebatable motion has been 
made and seconded, the Chair will normally not recognize other speakers until the vote has been taken.

Motion Debatable? Vote 
Required?

Amend-
able?

Action

To adjourn 
(recess) No Majority No “Adjourn” ends the entire meeting. “Recess” is to 

a specified hour.
The order of 

the day No Majority No Forces an immediate return to the established 
agenda.

To suspend 
the rules No 2/3 No Suspends the stated rules or order or agenda for a 

specified purpose.

To table No Majority No Lays aside the main motion and any motions per-
taining to it until taken from table.

The 
previous 
question

No 2/3 No Forces immediate vote on motion to refer, amend, 
and the main motion to which they pertain.

To limit 
debate No 2/3 No Limits duration of debate on a particular motion.

To refer Yes Majority Yes Refers matter to a committee or other specified 
group.

To amend Yes Majority No
Amends main motion by “adding”, “deleting”, or 
“substituting.”  “Amendments to amendments” 
will not be recognized by the Chair.

The main 
question Yes Majority* Yes

Opens a new subject to debate. In order only when 
no other motion is on the floor. *Overtures to Gen-
eral Synod require 2/3 vote.

To take from 
table No Majority No

Reopens debate on a matter previously tabled. 
Will be accepted only when no other motion is on 
the floor.

To 
reconsider No Majority No

Reopens debate on a matter voted upon earlier in 
the meeting. Must be made by one who voted with 
the prevailing side. Will be accepted only when no 
other motion is on the floor.

Main motions and amendments to main motions must be presented to the Chair in writing at the time they are 
made.


