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Grace and peace to you from God,  Creator of 
the Earth; from the risen Christ, our Reconciler 
and Redeemer; and from the Holy Spirit, 
Sustainer of all life. 

Beloved people, thank-you!  Thank-you for your 
strength in enduring the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thank-you for your resilience in adapting to on-
line worship styles, and thank-you for your 
patience as we wait for that time when we can 
gradually phase back to in-person gatherings.

Opening Welcome from Rev. Franz Rigert  
Wisconsin Conference Minister

Greetings Friends, throughout the United Church of Christ in Wisconsin,
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In conjunction with our 2020 Annual Meeting theme “Healing our 
Earthly Home,” our conference Creation Care team has provided a 
beautiful worship service, reminding us that our planet is both 
precious and strained, and that we have an urgent responsibility to 
care for God’s good Earth now.   

We are deeply grateful for this incredible team.  They have curated 
vast resources on climate crisis and earth care, and brought to us an 
idea, indeed a challenge; the challenge of engaging the “Kairos Call 
to Action” - a series of steps over several years we can all take in our 
homes and our churches to rescue the Earth. 

I hope you will find the music and message of this service inspiring, 
and I pray you will ponder new ways in which you can help “Heal our 
Earthly Home.”  Blessings to you and your beloved congregation. 

Now let’s worship together!
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Prelude: For the Beauty of the Earth

Dan Stolper 
Music Accompanist 
Redeemer UCC - Sussex

The third planet from the sun looks 
like a brilliant, blue ball floating in 
space.  An orb blessed with life 
and beauty, whirling in the cosmos.  
Imagine that God has placed this 
precious life-giving, life-sustaining 
gift in your hands to steward for 
each succeeding generation. 
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Call to Worship
We walk in wonder beneath the sun and stars 

Creation is God’s masterpiece and 
we are blessed to share it. 
We give thanks for the air, the land, and the water 

and for all the creatures joined 
together in the web of life 
Beauty is before us, around us, over us and 
beneath us 

We join our hearts, minds, and spirits 
as one in thanks and awe.
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Opening Hymn:  When in Awe of God’s Creation  
 

 When, in awe of God’s creation, we view earth from outer space, 
 this mysterious, floating marble, strewn with clouds and bathed in grace, 
 how can we not pause in wonder, seeing earth as one and whole? 
 As we heal our proud division’s, may earth’s healing be our goal. 

 Blue and tan, with lace clouds swirling, flung in space and circling there, 
 habitat for myriad creatures meant for land and sea and air! 
 Must we draw our lines of hatred marking nation, class and race? 
 God, forgive us, we entreat you, for all pride of self and place. 

Continued on  next slide . . . 
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WORDS: Jane Parker Huber, 1991 
TUNE: HYFRYDOL  
Permission for use through OneLicense# 703514A 
Streaming 20286331  

        Dan Stolper, Accompanist; Mary Dopierala, Vocalist

 Living now, this is the picture we no longer can deny, 
 for we see no angry boundaries when our view is from the sky: 
 rivers, deserts, forests, snowfields, oceans, lakes, and mountains too, 
 but no fences built for barring you from me or me from you. 

 Now we face the unknown future challenged by the work at hand. 
 Still the God of all creation summons us with one command: 
 “Love each other!” Will we do it? “Love each other!” Wars might cease! 
 “Love each other!” Justice follows: “Love each other!” There is peace!
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Opening Prayer
Gracious Creator, we ask for your grace and wisdom to face 
difficult challenges ahead.  Our actions have led us to a time 
when we need to rethink our living to protect and restore our 
earthly home.  

Open our minds and hearts to 
what you will teach us.  Help us to 
act in wisdom and fairness in 
stewardship of our Earthly home.  
Through our Risen Lord, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen.
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A Time for Children

When God Made the World 

By Matthew Paul Turner 
Illustrated by Gillian Gamble 

Read by Pastor Zayna Thomley 
First Congregational UCC - 
Platteville
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Scripture: Romans 8:18-25

I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the children of God; for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but 
by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. . .By Makayla Parkin
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We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; 

and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 
wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience.
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“But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 
    the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; 
    and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
 Who among all these does not know 
    that the hand of the LORD has done this?

Scripture: Job 12:7-9
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Hymn: This is God’s Wondrous World

This is God’s wondrous world, and to my listening ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 
This is God’s wondrous world, I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, God’s hand the wonders wrought. 

This is God’s wondrous world: the birds their carols raise; 
the morning light, the flowers bright, declare their Maker’s praise. 
This is God’s wondrous world: God shines in all that’s fair; 
in the rustling grass or mountain pass, God’s voice speaks everywhere. 

Continued on  next slide . . .
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WORDS: Maltbie Davenport Babcock, 1901 
TUNE: TERRA BEATA 
Permission for use through OneLicense# 703514A 
Streaming 20286331  

                Dan Stolper, Accompanist; Mary Dopierala, Vocalist

This is God’s wondrous world: O let me ne’er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong,  
God is the ruler yet. 

God trusts us with this world, to keep it clean and fair. 
All earth and trees, the skies and seas,  
God’s creatures everywhere.
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Sermon

“Healing Our 
Earthly Home”
Reverend John Helt 
Co-Chair Wisconsin UCC 
Creation Care Team
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Hymn: Simple Gifts

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free,  
‘tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 
And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
‘twill be in the valley of love and delight. 

When true simplicity is gained 
to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed. 
to turn, turn, will be our delight 
till by turning, turning we come round right. 

“’Tis the Gift to Be Simple” 
Shaker Song 
Permission for use through OneLicense# 703514A 
Streaming 20286331  

        Dan Stolper, Accompanist; Mary Dopierala, Vocalist
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Prayers of the People

Pastor Joel Zimmerman 
Namekagon UCC, Earl
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Almighty God as we come before you today, we come as always with a 
mixture of praise and thanksgiving - joys and concerns. We praise your 
name and thank you for all of our many blessings. 

In this time of social distancing we are learning to appreciate those activities in which we 
cannot participate and long to do so.  At the same time we are learning or relearning 
activities which have become very meaningful for us. We give thanks for the opportunity 
to connect with family and friends with whom we may have lost contact. We are thankful 
for the many people who graciously reach out to us with offers of assistance. While this 
is not a set of circumstances that any of us would choose or could have imagined, we are 
thankful that in many cases we are able to experience the very best in people, some of 
whom we barely knew before now. 

As most of us remain sheltered in our homes, we pray your guiding presence with those 
who are working so hard to fight the deadly virus which has upended all of our lives. We 
lift to you the doctors, nurses, EMTS, hospital administrators, attendants, persons 
working fervently to develop treatments and a vaccine to increase the survival rate and 
allow us to eventually return to our way of life without fear of contracting this disease.
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Thank you for all of the service workers, persons we may have never noticed before who 
are working around the clock to help us keep food on the table; our lights, heat and water 
on; our cars running, our communities safe, our mail delivered to enable us to shop for 
the things we need from the safety of our homes. For drivers who deliver what we cannot 
get for ourselves - these and so many more who work behind the scenes. For all those 
who work so we don’t need to, we give you thanks.  We are mindful that there are 
increasing numbers of persons who have lost their jobs due to the effects of the virus. 

We ask that you guide us to learn who these people are and to help us find ways to help 
support them in their times of need.  As our thoughts turn to the prospect of someday 
opening up our businesses, and schools, and churches and our economy, we ask you to 
grant us patience to persevere in our current situation, while at the same time change our 
living habits to safely navigate whatever our “new normal” might be. 
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We lift to you all those persons currently suffering from the corona virus.  We pray that they 
might all be healed swiftly and completely.  We ask your peace and comfort for the families and 
friends of those who have died from the disease.  In this trying time we recognize that other 
aspects of life continue. We mark births, deaths, weddings and other milestones in our lives. We 
grieve this day with those who have recently have lost someone, and we ask you to bless and 
comfort family members and friends as they remember and mourn their loss.  We are mindful 
that there are others who are sick from other causes as well.   

In this season of our lives we lift up our neighbors and others with whom we may have come in 
some form of contact. Help us to show the love of Christ to all of them in whatever manner is 
appropriate.  We pray for the church, our congregations, the larger United Church of Christ, and 
for believers around the world. Grant us the knowledge, wisdom and courage to faithfully 
witness to you.  Lord we commend our leaders to you, all those persons in every sector of our 
society who have some very challenging roles to play. Please grant them the skills and abilities 
they need to execute their responsibilities, including the ability to listen to those who know 
what they’re talking about, and the skill to act in a way that’s best for the better common good 
and not along political ideologies. 

Each of us has our own joys and concerns which we lift to you now.  We pray all of these things 
in Jesus’s name,  

Amen
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Our Lord’s Prayer

As we worship physically distant from each other in all the 
corners of Wisconsin this day, we come together as we 
remember and pray together the one prayer Jesus taught us to 
pray, saying… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
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Invitation to Offering

Please give generously to 
support your local church, 
our Conference, and the 
ways we do God’s work in 
the world.
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Offertory Hymn:  We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky

We cannot own the sunlit sky, the moon, the wildflowers growing, 
for we are part of all that is within life’s river flowing. 
With open hands receive and share the gifts of God’s creation, 
that all may have abundant life in every earthly nation. 

When bodies shiver in the night and weary, wait for morning, 
When children have not bread but tears, and warhorns sound their warning, 
God calls humanity to wake, to join in common labor, 
that all may have abundant life in oneness with their neighbor. 

Continued on  next slide . . .
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WORDS: Ruth Duck, 1989  
TUNE: ENDLESS SONG   
Permission for use through OneLicense# 703514A 
Streaming 20286331   
Dan Stolper, Accompanist; Mary Dopierala, Vocalist

God calls humanity to join as partners in creating 
a future free from want or fear, life’s goodness celebrating. 
That new world beckons from afar, invites our shared endeavor, 
that all may have abundant life and peace endure forever.
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Prayer of Dedication

With grateful hearts for all we have received, 
we offer these gifts, O God, to give tangible 
expression to our desire to join you in 
expressing our three great loves: 

• love of children 
• love of neighbor,  
• love of creation.   

We offer them and ask you to bless them 
with the Spirit of Christ who showed us how 
to care as you care.  Amen.   

25

A Time to Act in Hope for Healing our 
 Earthly Home

“In hope we are saved.  Now hope 
that is seen is not hope.  For who 
hopes for what is seen?  But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience”…and 
perseverance.”   

Romans 8:24-25 
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“Hope has never trickled 
down.  It has always 
bubbled up.”   

Studs Terkel
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“Because we care for and love the earth, we can’t 
but cry out in lament and despair for the earth.  
Because we care for our families, our children, 
and children everywhere, we can’t help but 
despair over the state of the earth and the future 
of the world we are passing on to them.  Unless 
that kind of grief and lament and anger is put to 
speech, it can never become energy. Laments 
are all an expression of grief, but they are also an 
expression of hope.  Hope is an insistence that 
things cannot remain this way and they must be 
changed.”     

▪ Walter Brueggemann
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“Hope means another world might be 
possible, not promised, not guaranteed. Hope 
calls for action; action is impossible without 
hope.  To hope is to give yourself to the 
future, and that commitment to the future 
makes the present inhabitable. Anything 
could happen, and whether we act or not has 
everything to do with it.”     
   

Rebecca Solnit
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“Our task is to embrace our generation’s 
challenge at this moment. God’s helping 
presence is everywhere, and at every turning 
point. The gifts of the Creator’s Spirit empower 
us to accomplish more than we could ask or 
imagine. As urgent as our crisis is, God offers us 
the courage we need to address the greatest 
moral challenge humanity has ever faced. When 
we work together, with the Creator’s sustaining 
and creative power, there is hope. We can do 
this.”   

Jim Antal
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People from every corner of creation, people of every land and in 
every place, all people, all humanity, let us join with the earth and let 
us join with each other in this sacred circle of life.   

Let us join together and awaken to our peril.  Our home 
is in danger; our lives are in jeopardy, and our children are 
afraid.   

From denuded forests to depleted fisheries, from polluted rivers to 
contaminated air, let us finally awaken and attend to the groaning 
cries of our planet.  

Invitation
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Let us awaken – older generations and younger 
generations, humans of every shape and size, so 
that the future of the web of life on our planet can 
be protected and healed. 

Let us awaken and listen to each other 
and to our earth; let us pray with each other, 
act alongside each other, and turn our hearts 
and minds and bodies and souls to each 
other so that our precious earth can be 
sustained for future generations.
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Today we join in a renewal of our 
covenant with God and with one 
another.  Standing together as 
followers of Jesus, we commit 
ourselves to the healing and protection 
of God's creation. We commit to stand 
against all threats to life, and to resist 
all powers that would destroy it.  
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We commit to the discovery of 
some new beauty every day in 
God's creation: the sunrise and 
the sunset, the birds, flowers, 
trees, rainbows, stars, and the 
many forms of life that inhabit the 
earth.  
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We commit to listen to 
the animals as they try 
to teach us, the birds as 
they try to tell us, the 
plants of the earth and 
the fish of the sea as 
they declare to us their 
message of hope and 
healing for the world.
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We will remember always that God 
speaks to us through the beauty of 
God’s good creation, and we will try 
our best to answer God's call to 
revere all that God has created.
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May we, together with people 
everywhere, awaken and begin to 
co-create the foundation of a new 
world so that the future of all life on 
our planet and the future of human 
lifeways can be protected and 
healed.  
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Closing Hymn: Creator God, You Made the Earth  

Creator God, you made the earth, 
A gift beyond comparing! 
You called it good, you gave it worth, 
You placed it in our caring. 

You gave your gift of Sabbath rest, 
Your pattern for creation. 
You give us times to heal, to bless, 
To join in celebration. 

Continued on  next slide . . .

By Morgan Fuerstenberg
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You give us Christ, who reconciled 
The things of earth and heaven. 
In Christ, you call each one your child! 
What wondrous love you’ve given!  

Because we’ve turned away from you, 
Your world still needs your healing. 
Creation longs to be made new 
Through Christ, your love revealing. 

God, by your Spirit, may we be 
Communities of caring, 
That as we’re healed, your world may see 
The hope that we are sharing.

Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2001    
TUNE: ST. COLUMBA 
Used with permission 
Dan Stolper, Accompanist;  
Mary Dopierala, Vocalist
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Benediction

Christ calls us to be his disciples, to serve him with love and 
compassion, to serve Earth and the peoples of Earth.   
Will you care for creation? 

With Christ, we will celebrate and revere all life!   
With Christ, we will care for creation!  
With Christ, we will help heal our Earthly home! 
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Postlude:  Blue Green Hills of Earth 
Kim Oler

Illustration by  
Annabel Bradley

Dan Stolper, Accompanist;  
Mary Dopierala, Vocalist
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Many Thanks to: 

Our musicians:  Dan Stolper, Mary Dopierala 

Technical support:  Pastor Joel Zimmerman, Richard Pine and Nola Risse-Connolly 

Illustrations are from students from Dodgeville and Mineral Point School Districts.  
These paintings are featured in Chuck Tennessen's book, Because We're All 
Forever Earthbound.  Most photos by Kevin and Christopher Hagen. 

Healing our Earthly Home worship service compiled by the Wisconsin Conference 
UCC Creation Care Team for the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day, 2020
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