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Can Interfaith Collaboration Strengthen Democracy? 
 

As people of faith, we are committed to seeking the common good of our communities, state, 
and nation. We want to ensure that all eligible voters have a role in choosing their elected 
officials, especially those voters most negatively impacted by the decisions of those officials. 
 
In what ways can congregations get involved in the democratic process while respecting legal 
limits? Can democracy be strengthened by people of faith working across boundaries of 
religion, ethnicity, economic status, partisanship, and geography? How can we broaden our 
understanding of our neighbors’ needs and deepen our appreciation for the gifts they offer to 
our public life? 
 
Thanks to a grant from PACE (Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement), Wisconsin Council of 

Churches and Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice are partnering to explore these questions by 
seeking to involve the interfaith community in the democratic process through election year 
activities.   
 
We are reaching out across the state to a broad range of faith communities and community 
organizations. In early 2020, we will convene a day of dialogue to explore what civic and 
democratic engagement means to those gathered, how it connects to their faith, and the 
challenges and opportunities for religious organizations’ participation in the public square. This 
will be followed by trainings for “voter ambassadors” from diverse communities to conduct voter 
registration drives.   
 
As the 2020 general election nears, we will facilitate a variety of get-out-the-vote activities, 
including candidate forums, voter registration drives, carpools to the polls, canvassing, etc., 
pairing people from different faith communities to work together. Finally, we will evaluate the 
project‘s impact and draw lessons for future interfaith organizing.  
 
If you, your congregation, or community organization might be interested in joining with us in 
this effort, please let us know! Contact Dr. Peter Bakken, WCC Coordinator for Public Policy, 
or Rabbi Bonnie Margulis, Executive Director of Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice. 

 

 


