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NorthWestWord
Nort hw est A ssociat ion A nnual Meet ing
Sat urday, April 21
First Congregat ional UCC
Eau Claire WI
r e gi s t r at i on
More information to follow in April

W iscon sin Con feren ce An n u a l Meetin g
June 8-10
More in forma tion

T ransit ions

W e celebrate the retirement from
licensed ministry of Ed Stigen, Roger
Hofer, Keane Foster and Julie
Garber. W e have been blessed to
have been served by these
dedicated and faithful ministers.
W e welcome Jill Christopherson as
newly licensed into ministry for the
Northwest Association.

Congregational UCC in Mellen Dedicates
New Church Building
The Congregational Church in Mellen celebrated
their new church building at a wonderful service
of dedication on February 24, 2018. Their old
building couldn't be made handicapped
accessible nor remodeled to fit their space
needs, so the church was torn down and a new
building was erected. The new church was built
to serve the congregation as well as the
neighboring community.

Do you hav e t he
Church Life A PP?
Find it in t he App St ore -

How can
one
person
change
t he
world?
How can one person change the world?
Sponsor a child . . . Plant a tree . . . Rebuild a
home . . . Visit a prisoner . . . Be a mentor . . .
Teach . . . Serve a meal . . . Bring water to the
desert . . . Pray . . . Donate . . . the
opportunities are endless. And they're all
right here. W hat part of our world is waiting
for you to make a difference?

A pril 4t h - 6t h
Unit e t o End Racism
The Wisconsin Council of Churches invites
you to join us in a transformational journey,
beginning this April. We are sponsoring bus
departures from four cities to events taking
place in Washington DC on the 50th
anniversary of the assassination of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Unite to End Racism is both a rally and a call
to action, organized by the National Council of
Churches with partners the National African
American Clergy Network, Conference of
National Black Churches, Sojourners,
Franciscan Action Network, Churches Uniting

GLRY E - More informat ion

in Christ, and Religious Action Center of
Reform Judaism, and its member
communions.
Unite to End Racism Rally: Buses will depart
Madison, Milwaukee, Appleton and Eau
Claire on April 3rd to travel overnight to
Washington DC. On April 4th we will join
people from around the nation for an Interfaith
Service of Prayer and Preparation at the
Lincoln Memorial and a Rally on the National
Mall. At the end of the day, buses will return,

First Congregat ional UCC, Menomonie.
Friday, March 23, 2018 at 6:30
Join us for this live, spoken word performance by
Rev. Bert Marshall. Marshall is a storyteller,
singer and songwriter and actor who performs
the entire Gospel of Mark as a remarkable
storytelling experience. This is a chance to
connect with the story as it was originally told—
orally and in person.
Simple meal served at 5:30 pm. Vegetarian and
GF available.

driving overnight to arrive back to their home
cities.
Cost: $250 plus most meals on your own.
Registration deadline March 1 Extended
F o r mor e i nf o r mat i o n and
r e gi s t r at i o n

From First Congregational UCC,
River Falls
A Veterans Gathering with lunch will be
held Sunday, March 18 following second

Trinit y UCC, LaCrosse

service (11:30 am) in the Fellowship

Hall. Convened by the Mission Education
Committee, all veterans and active duty
members are warmly invited to attend. A
County Service Officer has been invited to
join us to answer questions about veterans'
service benefits, and the Gathering will be
a great opportunity for all veterans in the
congregation to meet one another.
Holy Land Tour in 2019-Pastor Chris is
leading a pilgrimage to Israel and Palestine
in the spring of 2019. Emphasis will be two

The Mission St at ement of
Communit y UCC

fold. One is the traditional Holy Land tour
to visit and learn more about the Bible
(Jerusalem, Bethlehem, River Jordan, etc).
Second is to better understand how the
Christian, Jewish and Muslim stories all
intersect in this region and how this history
unfolds today. Use the sign-up sheet to
register interest or contact Pastor Chris
directly to be on the mailing list for this
trip. A final meeting to get more information
and sign up for the trip will be Sunday,
March 25 at 11:30 am in the Fellowship
Hall.

Nekoosa
First Congregational UCC,
W isconsin Rapids

St. Paul's UCC, W ausau

"Shared cost" Health insurance information
and a response from Rev. Wayne Druek

Dear clergy and lay leaders of the Wisconsin Conference UCC,
Many years ago, the Wisconsin Conference created a "shared cost" Health Insurance
program that allowed small congregations to provide full health benefits at reduced
rates. This was made possible by generous subsidies from our larger congregations.
It has been a beautiful covenantal ministry, unique only to the Wisconsin Conference,
and a blessing to many of our pastors' families and their congregations.
Over the past several years this "shared cost" system has become difficult to
maintain. We have fewer and fewer large congregations and an increasing demand
from congregations who qualify for subsidizing. In fact, last year 70% of the subsidy
pool came from congregations that do not have a pastor participating in the
insurance program, but contributed their per capita amount as a faithful commitment
to the Wider Church. In recent years, because of the strain on local church budgets,
several congregations that were deeply loyal to this program have opted out.
Unfortunately, as participation decreases, the collective burden on the remaining
"subsidizing" congregations increases. This has brought us to the painful

acknowledgment that the "shared cost" program is not sustainable long-term.
In December our Wisconsin Conference UCC Board of Directors voted to discontinue
the shared cost program at the end of 2019. Beginning in 2020 the Pension Boards
will directly bill all churches that have clergy or staff enrolled in the UCC Health
Insurance (for the full amount of each particular plan). Our intent is to sustain the
shared cost program through 2019, thereby giving clergy and congregations ample
time to prepare for this transition. We encourage all contributing congregations to
prayerfully consider continuing your participation through 2019.
This decision also affects those retirees who purchase supplemental health
insurance through the Pension Boards. For years the shared cost insurance pool
also provided a 20% discount for retiree supplemental plans. In 2017 our Board of
Directors reduced the retiree discount to 15%, and this year it is 10%. In 2019 the
discount will be set at 5%, and in 2020 it will end. Many of our retirees continue to
appreciate the UCC Insurance program and will remain in it, while others have found
cost effective alternatives that provide similar benefits.
We are well aware that such a change prompts anxiety, uncertainty, and surely some
disappointment over the ending of a program that has been so valuable. We know
this decision will impact some of our smaller congregations in particular, and we
commit to helping you navigate through this challenge. We also know many
congregations will experience significant relief on stressed budgets. Our intent is to
provide plenty of time and sufficient information prior to this change, so that
congregations and clergy can engage in careful conversations about future health
insurance options.
We are taking the following steps to make this transition as smooth as possible:
Beginning in January of 2019, we will make available Plans B and C to all UCC
Insurance participants, in addition to plan A (currently the only option). Plans B
and C offer alternative premium and deductible levels.
During the week of September 24-28, 2018 we will host regional insurance
meetings, at which time UCC Pension Board staff will present information on
the various plans, address questions, and provide further contact information
for ongoing guidance.
By summer 2018 we will provide a resource booklet that helps guide clergy and
lay leaders through negotiations around health insurance benefits.
Over the next few years, Conference Staff will advocate for the fullest possible
benefit package during conversations with church leaders about changing
plans or providers.
The Wisconsin Conference Insurance Committee will continue monitoring the
development of the ACA (Affordable Care Act) and will provide contacts for
comparing alternative insurance options.
As we draw the shared cost program to a close, we will make available short
term grant opportunities for those congregations and clergy who face
challenging increases.
If you have questions or concerns about this decision, your Conference Minister
welcomes your calls or emails. In the coming months our Finance Team - Vicki Graff
and Tracy Hauge - will continue to assist you on specific questions regarding your
insurance plan.
Please know that we care deeply about the wellness of our pastors, and that we
encourage our congregations to continue providing health insurance as a
fundamental benefit of the clergy package.

In Christ,
Rev. Franz Rigert
Conference Minister
frigert@wcucc.org
608-846-7880

Rev. Kerri Parker
Conference Board Chair

_______________________________________________________
From Rev W ayne Druek:
Wisconsin Conference UCC Clergy:
By now you should all know the Conference plans for discontinuing the Shared Cost
health care program. Pension Board reps will be meeting with clergy in September to
talk about consequences and options. In a brief conversation with Franz I was
assured that retired clergy would be included.
For some of us retired clergy, as well as working clergy on Medicare, who have
stayed with the PB Medicare plan, the thought of change is daunting, at least it is to
me.
I am wondering if there would be any interest in “piggy backing” on the Conference/
PB meeting in September and organizing a specific gathering just for retired clergy
and those working clergy who are on Medicare and have remained in the Conference
plan? I don’t know exactly what it would look like, but I am thinking of having reps from
several Medicare Supplement plans present so that we could compare and contrast,
if that is even possible.
I am willing to do some of the leg work on this should there be enough interest and
work with the Conference to check out possibilities.
If this sounds like something you’d be interested in, please message me on
Facebook, or email me at retired.rev@outlook.com.
Wayne Drueck

North West Association Pulpit Supply List March, 2018
also available on the NW Association website
Churches s houl d be fa i r a nd forthri ght i n a greei ng upon honora ri um a nd tra vel expens es
for pers ons they i nvi te to provi de pul pi t s uppl y. The WI Conference Di vi s i on of Church
a nd Mi ni s try s ugges ts a mi ni mum of $125 pl us mi l ea ge rei mburs ed a t the IRS current ra te;
for 2018, tha t woul d be 54.5 cents per mi l e. Where a church ha s two poi nts a nd two s ervi ces ,
you s houl d cons i der a mi ni mum of $175 pl us mi l ea ge.
Conference s ta ff pers ons s erve the l oca l congrega ti ons i n a va ri ety of wa ys i n the norma l
performa nce of thei r duti es . Honora ri a a re not a ccepted, a nd tra vel cos ts a re covered
by the Conference tra vel budget. Except i n emergenci es , Conference s ta ff ca nnot provi de pul pi t
s uppl y; however, the s ta ff wel comes opportuni ti es to prea ch for s peci a l occa s i ons or to meet wi th

members of the congrega ti on.
Pl ea s e note: Pers ons l i cens ed to the NW As s oci a ti on a nd orda i ned pa s tors a re a uthori zed to
a dmi ni s ter the Sa cra ments .
EAU CLAIRE TO TWIN CITIES AREA:
Rev. El i za beth Ha zel , 1060 Ma ri a n La ne, Pa rk Fa l l s , WI 54552 (wi l l dri ve 3 hours )
715-744-2373 morri nha zel @pctcnet.net
Rev. Ca rol J. Heckma nn, 1789 County Roa d EE, Whi te Bea r La ke, MN 55110
651-269-4950 cj.heckma nn@ya hoo.com
Rev. Jea nny Hous e, 1342 Gl enn Pl a ce #2, Ea u Cl a i re, WI 54703
715-577-5542 jeannyh@fastmail.fm
Rev. Sa ndee Kos mo, 3214 Cha s ewood La ne, Ea u Cl a i re, 54701
715-834-2112 skosmo14@msn.com
Rev. Norm Luecke, s treet a ddres s : 301 Al vey St, Bruce, WI 54819
925-639-1652 norml uecke@ya hoo.com (Ava i l a bl e June-Sept: wi l l i ng to tra vel 2 hours .)
Stephen P. Ottma n, 733 Fi rs t Street, Pl um Ci ty 54761
715-647-3501 h

715-495-2017 cel l

s _ottma n@hotma i l .com

Rev. Cha rl es Wol fe, 715-441-7362 chaswolfe411@gmail.com
LA CROSSE AREA:
Rev .Tom Uphaus, 2650 N Pine Creek Rd, La Crescent, MN 55947 507-8952152

tuphaus@acegroup.cc

S U PERI OR-AS HL AND AREA:
Dea nne Al l en, 14240 S. Ri vers i de Roa d, Ca bl e, WI 54821
715-798-5097

woodys pi ri t@gma i l .com

*Bi l l Ha ndy, 715-682-0168
Rev. El i za beth Ha zel , 1060 Ma ri a n La ne, Pa rk Fa l l s , WI 54552 (wi l l tra vel 3 hours )
715-744-2373

morri nha zel @pctcnet.net

Rev. Dona l d B. Ki ng, W7995 Perki ns town Ave., Medford, WI 54451
715-785-7635

s dki ng@tds .net

Rev. Norm Luecke, s treet a ddres s : 301 Al vey St, Bruce, WI 54819
925-639-1652 norml uecke@ya hoo.com (Ava i l a bl e June-Sept: wi l l i ng to tra vel 2 hours .)
Rev Bob Ri ce, 5695 Hunter Cov e, Conov er, W I 54519
405-642-6118

r obe r t s r i c e @ms n.c o m

(Eagle Riv er area)

John Tomkins, 61475 W . Delta Rd. Iron Riv er, W I 54847
715-372-4543

johnv al@reagan.com

WAUSAU AREA:
Rev . Dale Bishop, 511 Sundstein Rd., Eagle Riv er, W I 54521
715-479-1152 dbi s hop511@fronti er.com

Rev. Wa yne C. Drueck, 1811 Perry Dri ve, Schofi el d, WI 54476
715-355-8895 home 715-212-8376 cel l

ha rl eyrev@gma i l .com

Rev. El i za beth Ha zel , 1060 Ma ri a n La ne, Pa rk Fa l l s , WI 54552, (wi l l tra vel 3 hours )
715-744-2373

morri nha zel @pctcnet.net

Rev. Dona l d B. Ki ng, W7995 Perki ns town Ave. Medford, Wi 54451
715-785-7635

s dki ng@tds .net

Rev. Norm Luecke, s treet a ddres s : 301 Al vey St, Bruce, WI 54819
925-639-1652 norml uecke@ya hoo.com (Ava i l a bl e June-Sept: wi l l i ng to tra vel 2 hours .)
Rev. Ja mes Mohr, 35 Hewett St., Nei l l s vi l l e WI 54456,
715-743-7626 jmohr13@outl ook.com

*Note: I woul d be a va i l a bl e to dri ve

to a ny pl a ce South of Wa us a u, Ea s t of La Cros s e, a nd Southea s t of Ea u Cl a i re.
Rev Bob Ri ce, 5695 Hunter Cove, Conover, WI 54519
405-642-6118 r o be r t s r i c e @ms n.c o m (Eagle Riv er area)
Susan Stein, 3321 16th Street South, W isconsin Rapids, W I 54494
608-515-4491 synergize10@hotmail.com
Rev . Pat Tucker, 511 Sundstein Rd., Eagle Riv er, W I 54521
715-479-1152 ptucker511@frontier.com
Mary W right, 7010 Ev ergreen Av enue, W isconsin Rapids, W I 54494
bmw@tznet.com

715-325-3602

Northwest W isconsin Association UCC
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