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UCC formed  in 1957 

Fred Hoskins (Congregational) and James  Wagner (E&R)  
seal the union with an historic handshake 



∗ Congregational Christian 
∗ 182 Congregations with 51,628 members 

 
 
 
 

∗ Evangelical and Reformed 
∗ 161 Congregations with 50,996 members 

 

Wisconsin Conference formed in 1962 



Congregational Leaders 

Jess Norenberg 
Congregational Superintendent 

George Nau Burridge 
Congregational Lay Leader 



Evangelical and  Reformed Leaders 

Paul Kehle, president  
South Wisconsin E&R Synod 

John Scheib, president 
North Wisconsin E&R Synod 



The uniting meeting took place at these 
Madison churches in October 1962 

Memorial E&R First Congregational 



The Clarence McCall Years: 1963-1966 



The Conference Office on Marshall Court 



The March on Selma 

Keith Karau,  
a UCC college student 
from Merrill, reflected on 
his participation 



Ecumenism blossomed in the 1960s 

Protestant and Catholic youth 
met at First Congregational UCC 

in Wisconsin Rapids 
Ray Hernandez was Conference 

Youth Minister in 1966 



Clarence McCall concluded his 
ministry at the 1965 Annual 
Meeting 

Conference 
Annual Meeting in 
Appleton 



The Ralph Ley Years:  1966-1981 



Jim Savides, Northwest 
Association Minister 
Dick Wichlei, Southwest 
Association Minister 
Roy Alberswerth, Southeast 
Association Minister 
Don Hinze, Northeast 
Association Minister 
 

The Ley Staff 
included: 





Our Camps have been the  
“cream of the crop” in the UCC 

Moon Beach Pilgrim Center 



Lively Annual Meetings at Lawrence 
University in Appleton 

Plenary sessions took place in 
the chapel. 

Many issues were discussed. 



International Exchanges began 

An exchange group in East Berlin 



General Synod 
Delegates in 1977 



The Frederick Trost Years: 1981-2001 



Lay Academy began in 1994 

Bonnie Van Overbeke 
was the first director 



Ecumenical and International 
Partnerships 

Franz Eberhard Fichte from 
Germany & Fred Trost Theological Colloquy  

with Hondurans and Germans 

∗ We have had special connections to churches in 
Germany, Honduras, Mexico, Great Britain, Egypt, 
France and other countries. 



A new Conference Office in De Forest 
in 1993 

Before After 



Annual Meetings were held in 
Stevens Point from 1996 to 2006 



Trost’s impact was far-reaching… 



The David Moyer Years: 2001-2013 



Since 2006 Annual Meetings have 
been held at the Green Lake  Center 



The camping program has remained 
strong 

The Ley Chapel at Pilgrim was 
dedicated in 2009 



Wisconsin Conference Ministers 

Clarence McCall 
Ralph Ley 

Frederick Trost 
David Moyer 



Conference Staff in the 1960s 
Staff from the 1960s gathered in 1997: 

Paul Olm, Dick Wichlei, Joyce Sylvester, David Rohlfing, Ruth Ley, Ray Hernandez, Roy Alberswerth, Jim 
Savides, and Conference Minister Fred Trost 



These people served the  Conference 

Obid Hofland, youth and 
camping 1970-1975 

Helen Barnhill, moderator in 
the 1970s 



These people served the Conference 
Ree Hale, 

outdoor,youth & 
young adult ministries, 

1982-1990 Ginger Long, assistant 
to the Conference 
Minister, 1981-1994 

Jackie Mitchell, 
assistant to the 

Conference Minister, 
1994-2008  



These people served the Conference 

Bonnie Paulson,  
Business Manager, 1985-1997 

Peter Monkres,   
Christian Education, Lay Life & 

Leadership, 1982-1992 



These people served the Conference 

Mary Nack 
Church in Society & Mission Education 

1977-1990 

Perry Bell 
Mission and Stewardship 

1990-1997 



Northwest Association Ministers 
James Savides, 

1963-1988 David Moyer, 
1988-2001 Jeanny House, 

2002-2011 



Southeast Association Ministers 
Roy 

Alberswerth, 
1965-1981 

Robert Horst,  
1981-1996  Thomas Bentz,  

1996-2010 



Northeast Association Ministers 
Paul Olm,  
1963-1973 

Don Hinze, 
1973-1995 

Joan Sulzer,  
1995-2001 

Art Wille, 
2003-2011 



Southwest Association Ministers 

Richard Wichlei, 1963-1981 Robert Mutton, 1981-2012 
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