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September, 2019 
 
Greetings Lay Ministry Skills Participants! 
 
I am thrilled to be welcoming you back for this year of Lay Ministry Skills. The primary focus behind this 
year of Lay Academy is to provide you with a broad overview of what I consider the arts of Ministry in a 
local congregation – Faith Formation, Pastoral Care, Worship Development, and Preaching or 
Proclamation. We will also be doing a session on discernment, which I hope will help you wrap up your 
lay academy journey with an opportunity to reflect on where you’ve been and begin to imagine next 
steps as your various ministries continue to unfold. I can’t wait to see what this year brings for each of 
you. I have no doubt that this will be a year of deep learning, big questions, profound changes and 
spiritual growth and development for all of us.  
 
This document outlines all of the assignments for this coming year. I have worked with the instructors 
to create these assignments. Each one is a combination of what they are planning to teach and what 
we discussed would be meaningful topics to reflect upon or explore in response to what is going to be 
taught.  
 
For each session you have a choice – complete what I’m referring to as the “Post Class Reflection 
Assignment” which is basically your standard reflection paper with questions to ponder that are 
specific to the topic of the session OR complete the “Practical Project” and turn in a reflection on that 
project as outlined. 
 
In order to receive a certificate of completion you will need to complete at least 2 “Practical Project” 
assignments. You are free to choose which of the two sessions you will do the more involved Practical 
Project for. Choose the ones that are more interesting to you or the ones that might challenge you a 
little bit.  Each of the “Practical Project” assignments will necessitate you working closely with your 
Pastor or a mentor for guidance, mentoring and feedback. The project options are designed to be more 
in depth so you may want to look ahead and plan accordingly. The deadline for Practical Project 
assignments this year is May 18, 2020. I do NOT advise waiting until April to begin on these 
assignments!! Post Class Assignments are due immediately following the session upon which they are 
based. 
 
If you come up with a different idea for a Practical Project that would be more helpful to your growth 
or learning, I would love to hear about it and am open to considering your ideas for what would be 
most meaningful for you. The primary goal in my mind is for you to challenge yourself and grow in the 
ways that are most helpful to you through this year of Lay academy. 
 
Please talk with me about any questions you have on this and I hope it will be fun and interesting for 
you. 
 
Tisha  
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Lay Ministry Skills 4 Book List for 2019-2020 
 
This is the book list only, other required reading or preparatory material (articles, videos, 
podcasts etc.) will be provided in Moodle. 
 
For September - The Art of Faith Formation, Stacy Meyers 
 
Shaped by God, Twelve Essentials for Nurturing Faith in Children, Youth, and Adults, Robert 
J. Keeley, editor. 
 
 
For November – The Art of Pastoral Care, Susan Shands 
 
Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart by Kenneth Haugk, Ph.D. (recommend buying this book 
used; new is $25) 
 
 
For January  - The Art of Worship – Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan  
 
The Worshiping Life: Meditations on the Order of Worship by Lisa Nichols Hickman 
  
Sit with the psalms for the two weeks before our class, reading 1-2 a day. As you feel nudged, 
spend some time surveying the range of the psalter.  
 
 
For March – The Art of Preaching, Mark Yurs 
 
The Witness of Preaching, third edition, By Thomas G. Long 
 
 
For April – The Art of Discernment – Sandy Graham and Patricia Jensen 
 
Let Your Life Speak by Parker Palmer. (2000).  Jossey Bass: SAN Francisco 
ISBN#: 0-7879-4735-0 (you may already have a copy of this book from a previous session) 
 
Discernment by Henri Nouwen (2013). Harper Collins:  
ISBN# 978-0-06-168616-0 
 
Also recommended but not required: Daring Greatly by Brene Brown (2012) 

 
  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/1930445121
https://www.amazon.com/Worshiping-Life-Meditations-Order-Worship/dp/0664227597
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The Art of Spiritual Formation for all ages, September 6-7, 2019 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Stacy Johnson Myers, Minister of Christian Education, First Congregational UCC, 
River Falls 
 
Stacy holds a M.Div. from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and a Ph.D. from Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois. Stacy is the author of Taking Root: Hunger Causes & Hunger Hopes, 
Christian education resources exploring world hunger; and Picture the Bible, congregational resources 
focusing on biblical literacy and interpretation. Stacy is married to Chris Myers, the Pastor of First 
Congregational Church in River Falls, and mother of three college-age kids. 
 
The Art of Faith Formation 
This session will deepen the participants’ understandings of faith formation in a community of faith 
and its vital importance in developing faithful disciples of all ages. The session will: first, introduce 
participants to developmental and theological understandings how faith matures; and secondly, 
encourage participants to connect this broad framework to specific commitments and actions within 
congregational life.  
 
Outcomes 
Participants will: 

 Develop a recognition of the value of and necessity for faith development in the life of a 
congregation; 

 Become acquainted with the work and perspectives of prominent thinkers in the area of faith 
formation; 

 Consider how theory can be translated into concrete strategies and best practices in faith 
formation. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
Text & Reading Guide 

Prior to class, participants are asked to read Shaped by God, Twelve Essentials for Nurturing 
Faith in Children, Youth, and Adults, Robert J. Keeley, editor. Please refer to the reading guide. 
There will be opportunity to discuss ideas in the book throughout the session.  

 
Ideas and Topics Considered 
The session will focus on a variety topics and thinkers including: 

What is faith formation? Why it is important? What are the goals of faith formation? 

 Discuss the ideas of Jack Seymour, Thomas Groome, Maria Harris 

 Refer to Keeley chapters by Hielema, Richter 
 What do we know about people of all ages and how they learn? 

Session Preparation (to be completed prior to each session) 
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 Consider the contributions of James Fowler and John Westerhoff on faith development 

 Explore the contribution of Paul Ricoeur in understanding the interpretive process 

 Refer to Keeley chapters by Carter, Lawson, Keeley 
  

What are the characteristics of effective faith formation programs in congregations? 

 Identify important faith-forming processes in congregations 

 Discuss the necessity of biblical literacy and interpretation 

 Recognize the role of creativity in faith formation 

 Refer to Keeley chapters by Allen, Caldwell, Castleman, Edie, Plant 
What are concrete strategies and ideas for designing congregational faith formation 
experiences to nurture people of all ages as they grow in faith? 

 Examine faith formation in graded groupings, intergenerational groupings, and at home 

 Determine criteria for selecting curriculum and finding resources 

 Refer to Keeley chapters by Arthur, Csinos 
 

 
 
 
Participants are asked to complete one of three follow-up activities after class has concluded. The 
activities will be submitted to Tisha Brown. 
 

Option 1: Identify Faith Formation Priorities for Your Congregation 
When developing new priorities for faith formation, it is important to understand existing 
programming. This option features a tool designed to help you work with congregational leaders to 
identify what your congregation is already doing in the areas of forming faith in specific age groups, 
within families, and as a faith community. Once you have reviewed what you are already doing, the 
tool provides guiding questions to identify types of new initiative you can consider to strengthen faith 
formation in your congregation.  
 

Option 2: Review A Specific Faith Formation Program in Your Congregation 
John Roberto identifies eight faith-forming processes for congregations: caring relationships, rituals 
and milestones, church year seasons, learning the tradition, praying and spiritual formation, reading 
the Bible, serving, working for justice, caring for creation, worshipping. Select one faith formation 
program in your congregation (Sunday School, Confirmation, Adult Education, etc.) and evaluate it 
according to these eight faith-forming processes. Make a list of specific examples of what your 
program does within each of these faith-forming processes. Take time to reflect. What are you doing 
well? What needs strengthening? Identify resources to help you address your areas of need. 
 

Option 3: Write a Reflection Paper 
Write a reflection paper ( 3-5 pages) on one of the following topics: 

Post Class Reflection & Project Options (Reflections Due Before next session; Projects Due May 18, 
2020) 
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 Discuss the relationship of an individual person’s faith development to the whole faith 
community. Describe the role of your faith community (communities) in your own faith 
development. 

 Review and critique James Fowler’s view of faith development. What are its strengths? How 
does Fowler’s work provide a foundation for faith formation in your congregation? What 
questions remain for you regarding Fowler’s work? 

 Consider the role and importance of biblical literacy and interpretation within congregational 
life. Discuss concrete strategies for encouraging biblical literacy and interpretation in your 
congregation. 

 

  



Lay Ministry Skills 
Readings, Reflection & Project Assignments for 2019-2020 
 

 

The Art of Spiritual/Pastoral Care, November 1-2, 2019 
Instructor: Rev. Susan Shands, Chaplain, Spiritual Services Agrace Hospice Care 
 
Course Description: 
Please note: much of the material in this unit deals with times of challenge, grief, and trauma in 
people’s lives. If you find that any of the assignments are causing personal distress due to your own 
life circumstances, please feel empowered to pause your reading/listening, and talk with Tisha or 
Susan to find an alternative.  
 
Goal: Grow in confidence as a spiritual care provider in your faith community and in your home, 
neighborhood, or workplace/school. 
 
Objectives: 

 Gain skills of spiritual assessment and learn interventions to support people in need of spiritual 

care 

 Explain why boundaries, self-awareness, and supervision/collaboration are essential elements 

of providing ethical and culturally sensitive spiritual care 

 Define compassion fatigue and identify self-care strategies to protect against burnout 

 Learn, celebrate, and dream about different models of spiritual care that can bring forth and 

nurture your own gifts as a spiritual care provider 

 
 
 

 

1. Read Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart by Kenneth Haugk, Ph.D. (recommend buying this 

book used; new is $25) 

 

2. Read the following articles/blog posts/chapters: 

a. Rev. Karen Hutt, “The What Is and What If of Chaplaincy” 

https://blog.unitedseminary.edu/the-canvas/the-what-is-and-what-if-of-chaplaincy  

b. Heather Plett, “What It Means to Hold Space” https://heatherplett.com/2015/03/hold-

space/ 

c. Chapters 1 and 2 from Injustice & The Care of Souls, Sheryl Kujawa-Holbrook and 

Karen Brown Montagno, eds. (pp. 3-27), (2009, Fortress Press); attached 

 

3. Read these scripture selections 

a. Luke 10:25-37 (“The Parable of the Good Samaritan”)  

b. Luke 24:13-35 (“The Road to Emmaus”) 

c. John 21:4-17 (“Jesus Provides”) 

d. Reflection questions: Select one of the above stories and answer the following questions.  

i. Who is giving pastoral care? Who is receiving pastoral care?  

Session Preparation (to be completed prior to each session) 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/1930445121
https://blog.unitedseminary.edu/the-canvas/the-what-is-and-what-if-of-chaplaincy
https://heatherplett.com/2015/03/hold-space/
https://heatherplett.com/2015/03/hold-space/


Lay Ministry Skills 
Readings, Reflection & Project Assignments for 2019-2020 
 

 

ii. Who is transformed by the pastoral care experience?  

iii. Using as many senses as you can, name what you see/hear/touch/taste/smell in 

this story. Immerse yourself in the story: what do you encounter?  

iv. Building on Karen Brown Montagno’s idea of spiritual caregivers as midwives 

(see Chapter 1 of Injustice and the Care of Souls, 2c above), are there any images 

or metaphors that come to mind about how we care for another? What other 

creative models of care can you think of? (for example, in the Road to Emmaus 

story, the caregiver [Jesus] can be seen as a travelling companion. The model of a 

companion along the road can be a rich metaphor for providing care to another 

person. Or perhaps, the road itself is the caregiver, providing a way forward. Or 

maybe you’re drawn to the bread, giving sustenance and physical nourishment to 

people you care for.) What other images, objects, concepts, or symbols in the 

story stick out to you as possible ways to view care for another person? Or are 

their other bible stories you love that demonstrate care through metaphor or 

symbols?  

 

4. Listen to this podcast episode  

a. Everything Happens with Kate Bowler: Emily McDowell “There’s No Good Card For 

That” (31 minutes) 

i. You can listen to this on your computer or laptop just by clicking the big blue 

triangle “play” button (scroll down just a little, it’s on the right side of the screen), 

or you can find it as a podcast on your tablet or smartphone (there are links to 

different podcast apps if you scroll down further); you can also read the full 

transcript when you scroll all the way down, but I highly recommend listening to 

it if you have time.  

ii. Review the discussion questions suggested for the podcast. Select 2 questions to 

answer and share them in the Forum provided on Moodle. 

 

 
 
 
Choose either the Reflection or the Project Option for this session. If none of these options resonates 
with you, feel free to suggest an alternative that would support and enhance your learning goals.  
 

Post Class Reflection Assignment (Choose One): 
 
Choose one of these additional activities to further and deepen your learning and reflect on it as 
outlined. Reflection papers should be 3-5 pages in length. 
 

1. Read (or listen to) one of the following books (options for purchasing on IndieBound [online 

independent bookstore] and Amazon are linked; both are also available as audiobooks through 

Post Class Reflection & Project Options (Reflections Due Before next session; Projects Due May 18, 
2020) 

https://katebowler.com/podcasts/emily-mcdowell-theres-no-good-card-for-that-s2e1/
https://katebowler.com/podcasts/emily-mcdowell-theres-no-good-card-for-that-s2e1/
https://katebowler.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/S2E1-Discussion-Questions.pdf
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services like Audible.com and may also be available for listening free through your local public 

library). Reflect on how this book expanded or deepened your learning from this session: 

a. Here if You Need Me: A True Story by Kate Braestrup (IndieBound or Amazon) 

b. On Living by Kerry Egan (IndieBound or Amazon) 

 

2. Watch one of these movies and reflect on how you see this movie relating to Pastoral/Spiritual 

Care – why would these movies be included here? 

 

a. Coco (2017, Pixar; free on Netflix) (1 hour 45 minutes) 

b. Wit (2001, HBO; check out from your local public library system or get a 7-day free trial 

of HBO online—don’t forget to cancel!) (1 hour, 39 minutes) 

 

3. Watch this TEDxTalk: Dr. Juliana Mosley: Cultural Humility (17 minutes) Reflect on how this 

TED talk deepens/expands your learning. What additional questions are raised for you? 

 

4. Listen to this podcast: Everything Happens with Kate Bowler: Jayson Greene, “The Language of 

Grief” (36 minutes) 

a. Same listening instructions as in the preparation assignment above.  

b. Review the discussion questions suggested for this podcast and write your reflection on 

these questions.  

 

The Practical Project for this session is: 
1. Shadow experience & Verbatim 

a. Shadow the minister of your church (or a chaplain or mentor in your community) on a 

pastoral care visit, and reflect on the experience by writing a verbatim. See instructions 

below on writing a verbatim. Share & discuss your verbatim with the person you 

shadowed. Submit the verbatim for this project assignment. 

 

  

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780316066310
https://www.amazon.com/Here-If-You-Need-Me/dp/0316066311/ref=sr_1_1?crid=MY9B27IIMCS2&keywords=here+if+you+need+me+by+kate+braestrup&qid=1562626527&s=gateway&sprefix=here+if+you+nee%2Caps%2C219&sr=8-1
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781594634826
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Kerry-Egan/dp/1594634823/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3IAZIMR1YQ2E6&keywords=on+living+kerry+egan&qid=1562626627&s=gateway&sprefix=on+living%2Caps%2C176&sr=8-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ww_ml21L7Ns
https://katebowler.com/podcasts/jayson-greene-the-language-of-grief/
https://katebowler.com/podcasts/jayson-greene-the-language-of-grief/
https://katebowler.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Season-3-Discussion-Questions-Jayson-Greene.pdf
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How to Write a Verbatim 

 
“Verbatim” means “in exactly the same words as used originally.” In writing a verbatim, you are 
recording the back-and-forth of a conversation as closely as you can recall it. You are asked to shadow 
your minister on a pastoral care visit to a member of your congregation at their home or community 
living facility or in the hospital or some other care setting. You may want to discuss with your minister 
how you want to approach the visit beforehand and gather some background information about the 
parishioner—or you may just go on a “cold call” visit.  
 
After your visit, you will write, as closely as you can remember, the exact wording of the exchange. As 
you write your verbatim, please be sure to record the beginning and end of the visit (you may 
abbreviate the middle part of the conversation if the visit lasts more than 20 minutes). In parentheses 
at intervals throughout your verbatim, write out how you are feeling, what you are thinking about, or 
other observations that occurred during the visit (you may think about this as the “interior dialogue” 
you are having within yourself as the session is occurring). Then follow the prompts for reflecting on 
the visit later.  
 
Click here for a sample verbatim (please note that the instructions I am giving differ somewhat in 
format and content from how it appears in the sample; for example, it would have been helpful for the 
writer to put observations, thoughts, descriptions in parentheses to help make it clear what is spoken 
aloud and what are internal thoughts or descriptions of actions taken).  
 
 
Use the following abbreviations to identify who is speaking: 
 
C – Chaplain / Care Provider (this is YOU! Claim it!) 
P – Patient / Person receiving care (do not use names; you may change identifying characteristics to 
protect privacy; if you are visiting more than one person, pick another letter to use for the other 
person) 
M – Minister (the minister you are shadowing) 
~~~ 
 
Sample verbatim (note this is just between 2 people, but you will have at least 3 people in your 
verbatim): 
 
C1 Dorothy? (I asked while I knocked at the doorway.) 

P2 Yes, come in. (Her voice is weak; I wonder how strong/well she is.  She was fairly strong the 
other day when I saw her.) 

C3 Hi, it’s Chaplain Susan.  I’m here to see how you are doing.  

P4 Who? (I feel anxious.  Does she remember me?) 

https://sacredjourneying.blogspot.com/p/verbatims-from-cpe.html
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C5 Chaplain Susan. I visited with you yesterday.  

P6 Oh yes.  Thank you for coming.  (She is saying more but I can’t understand because she is very 
quiet and the TV speaker is quite loud. I feel annoyed.   I’ve got to get that TV turned down.) 

C7 Do you mind if I turn down the TV volume because I can’t hear very well. (I’d like to turn it off 
but at least turn it down.) 

P8 Go ahead.  I am not sure how to work those things so I am never able to do things like that. (I 
turn down the volume.) 

C9 That’s OK.  So, how are things going today?  

P10 Not very well.  I don’t want to be here anymore.  They just won’t let me go.  They come in and 
do therapy with me.  They try to have me walk but I tell them that it won’t do any good because I don’t 
need it.  I don’t want to be here any more. (What’s she talking about?  Going home from the hospital?  
Dying?  Is she tired of living?  Is she depressed?  She doesn’t sound as if she’s just complaining about 
things.  Therapy is difficult and many people complain about it.  But this seems to be more than that.  
Is she with it?  Or is she just rambling?  Seems to be with it. I feel afraid.)  

ETC. 
~~~ 
After you have recorded the conversation verbatim, please respond to the following prompts : 
 
Patient background and initial observations (choose one question to reflect on): Describe the 
patient’s social location (age; gender; race/ethnicity; spiritual affiliation) and what you observed in 
their environment. What social systems (such as class, ability, race, etc.) were evident in the person’s 
life, and how did this impact their particular situation? What was the main problem, concern, or issue 
that the person brought up in your visit?  
 
Theological/spiritual assessment: (answer at least two or three questions, or reflect generally on 
theological/spiritual issues): What theological or spiritual issues arose during the visit? What major life 
issues was the person grappling with? What emotions were expressed (click here for a list of feelings)? 
What biblical themes arose? Did any existential questions arise (those “big” life questions about 
meaning, purpose, self-worth, afterlife, what’s this all about? etc.)? Did anything seem incongruent in 
what they said/did or in the emotions they expressed (for example, they initially say “God never gives 
us more than we can handle” but later on break down in tears and share they feel “overwhelmed” or 
“burnt out”). Did they share religious beliefs you agree or disagree with? Where do they feel God is 
present in their life (if at all)? Where do you see God is present in their life? What spiritual practices or 
resources does this person already have, and what might they need help in nurturing?  
 
Self-reflection (use the following questions as guides; please thoroughly address your self-
assessment, but you do not need to answer each question point-by-point): Did you feel connected to 
the person? Do you think they felt connected to you? Were there times you wanted to disconnect, 
withdraw, leave, or deflect? What were your strengths, what went well, what can you celebrate in this 
ministry encounter? What do you feel could have gone better or you would do differently? What of 

https://blog.thejuntoinstitute.com/hubfs/social-suggested-images/The_Junto_Institute_Emotion_Wheel.jpeg#keepProtocol
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your own personal life events, relationships, values are relevant as you reflect back on your encounter? 
How did your own history influence this encounter or your perception of it?  
 
Outcomes and plan: What were the outcomes of the visit for this person? Did they benefit from the 
visit? What are your hopes for them? What is your plan for providing care to them going forward 
(recognizing this might be a one-time visit)? How did you practice self-care after the visit?  
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The Art of Worship, January 17-18, 2020 
Instructor: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, Musician and Author 
 
Richard Bruxvoort Colligan is a psalmist making adventurous music for the ever-evolving church. 
A composer and musician, he serves across denominations singing songs, teaching the psalms and 
telling dumb jokes. He publishes music continually, two songs per month to his patrons, and tours 
nationwide.  Faves: The Beatles, laughter, blue, naps, Star Wars. He lives with his wife and teenage son 
in Strawberry Point, Iowa.  Free listening at PsalmImmersion.com. 
 
Session Description 
This session will engage participants in thoughtful exploration of the art of planning, developing and 
leading faithful, creative, participatory, spirit-filled worship in their local church. 
 

Outcomes 
Participants will: 

o Deepen their understanding of the sacred and holy art of planning and leading worship 
in a community of faith 

o Demonstrate effective approaches for creating worship that is engaging, transformative, 
participatory and faithful 

o Explore how worship shapes community, opens a space for the Spirit to touch our lives 
and deepens our connection with one another and with God 

o Identify gifts for worship development and leadership 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Read The Worshiping Life: Meditations on the Order of Worship by Lisa Nichols Hickman 
 

2 Post a favorite quote from the book in the Moodle forum for this session and respond to 
everyone else's post. 
 

3 Bedside reading: Sit with the psalms for the two weeks before our class, reading 1-2 a day. As 
you feel nudged, spend some time surveying the range of the psalter. 
 

4 Watch the intro video on Moodle 
 
 
 
 
 

Session Preparation (to be completed prior to each session) 

https://www.amazon.com/Worshiping-Life-Meditations-Order-Worship/dp/0664227597
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Choose one Reflection or one Project Option for this session. If none of these options resonates with 
you, feel free to suggest an alternative that would support and enhance your learning goals.  
 

Post Class Reflection    Reflection papers should be 3-5 pages in length. 

 
Reflect on your experience of this session. Consider the following questions: 

1. Why did you choose the quote you did from the reading? What drew you in? What were you 
thinking when you read that particular passage? 

2. How did reading the Psalms before this session enhance your experience of the session? 
3. What was it like to re visit the Psalms after 4 years of Lay Academy and in this context? 
4. What is one thing from this session you will incorporate into your life, ministry, leadership etc.? 

In other words, how will you engage further with what you’ve learned? 
 

The Practical Project Options for this Session are (Choose One): 
 

1. Using what you learned in this session work with your pastor or a team from your congregation 
to plan and lead a worship service in your congregation. After the worship service is over reflect 
with your pastor and/or team using these questions and others you may develop on your own: 
a. When, where and how did we sense the presence of the Holy today? In other words, when 

did our hearts soar within us? 
b. When, where or how did something get in the way or distract us from being fully present in 

worship today? In other words, what didn’t go so well, wasn’t necessary, distracted from 
our core purpose? 

c. What strengths from this service could we build on for future efforts? 
d. What would we like to do differently or better next time? 

 
Turn in your order of worship and reflection on these questions 

 
2. Attend worship in a congregation not your own. Reflect on these questions: 

a. When, where and how did you sense the presence of the Holy today? In other words, 
when did your heart soar within you? 

b. When, where or how did something get in the way or distract you from being fully 
present in worship today? In other words, what didn’t go so well, wasn’t necessary, 
distracted from the core purpose of worship? 

c. What strengths from this service would you like to adapt for your own context? What 
practices of this congregation would translate into your congregation? 

d. What would you do differently if you were leading this worship service? 
 

Turn in your reflections on these questions 

Post Class Reflection & Project Options (Reflections Due Before next session; Projects Due May 18, 
2020) 
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The Art of Proclamation/Preaching, March 6-7, 2020 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs, Pastor at Salem, UCC in Verona 
Mark E. Yurs, D.Min., was ordained to ministry in the United Church of Christ in 1982. He first served as 
pastor of St. John's United Church of Christ, Belvidere, Illinois, for nine years. Since 1991, he has been 
pastor of Salem United Church of Christ, Verona, Wisconsin. He is the author of Being a First Church: 
What a Pastor’s First Congregation Should Know and Answers to Real Problems: Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Speaks to our Time.  
 
Course Description 
This session will provide participants with an opportunity to explore the art of preaching. 
 

Outcomes 
Participants will: 

o Explore the role of testimony and proclamation in the life of a congregation 
o Learn tools for developing a faithful and effective message 
o Develop a sermon, preach it and receive feedback on their message and delivery 
o Identify gifts for preaching 

 
  

 
 
 

Pre-class Assignment:  

 
Read: The Witness of Preaching, third edition, By Thomas G. Long 
 
Bring a draft of a sermon to class. It does not have to be a sermon you’ve preached before. Use the 
guidance in the book to help you develop your draft. These will be used for discussion in the class itself. 
 

 
 

 
 
Choose either the Reflection or the Project Option for this session. If none of these options resonates 
with you, feel free to suggest an alternative that would support and enhance your learning goals.  
 

Post Class Reflection Assignment: 
Reflection papers should be 3-5 pages in length. 
 
In your reflection paper, reflect on these themes: What is the role and purpose of a sermon in 
worship? What is the role of the preacher? How has your understanding of the role and purpose of the 

Session Preparation (to be completed prior to each session) 

Post Class Reflection & Project Options (Reflections Due Before next session; Projects Due May 18, 
2020) 
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sermon and the role of preacher been influenced by the book you read and by the discussions and 
instruction in the class? 
 

The Practical Project for this session is: 
 
Preach a sermon you have prepared in your home congregation on a Sunday when your pastor will also 
be there and invite feedback from your pastor and members of the congregation using the suggestions 
below. Make a video recording of the sermon portion of the worship service. 

 A couple of weeks before you are scheduled to preach, find a minimum of 3 people you trust 
plus your pastor who will listen attentively to your sermon and provide you with constructive 
feedback after worship.  

 Give them a copy of the sermon evaluation form ahead of time to help them focus their 
listening and their feedback. The form is included in this document and can be found on the Lay 
Academy website – www.wcucc.org/layacademy.  

 Meet briefly with the small group of people you selected immediately after worship. Ask one of 
them to take notes on what people say so that you can focus on listening. Listen to their 
feedback and receive their guidance seeking ways that you can grow and mature as a preacher 
and preparer of sermons. Discuss the 4 main areas on the sermon evaluation form folks have 
filled out. Collect their sermon evaluation forms for future reference. 

 Watch the video of your own sermon and give yourself an evaluation based on the same 
sermon evaluation form. 

 Write a brief reflection on this experience. What did you learn? What was this experience like? 
How will you use what you’ve learned as you grow into the role of preacher? 

 Turn in the video of your sermon and your reflection on this process to Mark Yurs 
(myurs@salemchurchverona.org) and Tisha Brown (tbrown@wcucc.org) by May 15, 2018 

 

http://www.wcucc.org/layacademy
mailto:myurs@salemchurchverona.org
mailto:tbrown@wcucc.org
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Sermon Evaluation Worksheet 

Name of Preacher:  _______________________________ 
 
Name of Evaluator: _______________________________ 

Directions: Rank the preacher on every main category below, and include any notes you feel 
would be helpful to the preacher in explaining the score you gave.  For the ranking, use the 
following scale: 4 (excellent), 3 (good), 2 (fair), 1 (poor). 

 
CLARITY ......................................................................................................................... (     ) 
 Was the purpose of this sermon clear? 
 Did the sermon follow a logical sequence of thought?  
 Did the introduction really introduce the topic addressed? 
 Did the conclusion genuinely conclude the topic addressed? 
 
Comment on Clarity: 
 
 
 
IMPORTANCE ............................................................................................................... (     ) 
 Was this sermon about a topic that really matters? 
 Was the sermon given a true-to-life application? 
 Did this sermon make an effective use of scripture? 
 Was this sermon theologically appropriate? 
 
Comment on Importance: 
 
 
   
INTEREST ...................................................................................................................... (     ) 
 Did the sermon capture and keep your interest?  
 Did the sermon make effective use of illustrations or other material? 
 Were words used meaningfully and creatively? 
 Did the sermon employ appealing images? 
 
Comment on Interest: 
 
 
 
DELIVERY ...................................................................................................................... (     ) 
 Was the preacher free from undue attachments to notes or manuscript? 
 Did the preacher seem at home in the pulpit or ill-at-ease? 
 Was the preacher’s voice pleasing in terms of volume, tone, pitch, variety, and pace? 
 Were the preacher’s gestures meaningful and in tune with the sermon? 
 
Comment on Delivery: 
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Sermon Evaluation Worksheet (P. 2) 
 
The best thing about this sermon: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The area in which most improvement is needed:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any other comments you’d like to share? 
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The Art of Discernment, April 24-25, 2020 

Instructors: Rev. Dr. Sandra Graham & Dr. Patricia Jensen 

Sandra Graham recently retired from Alverno College where she was the director of the Master of 
Science in Community Psychology program, and a professor of psychology. She earned her master of 
divinity degree at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities and was ordained in the United 
Church of Christ, serving as senior pastor of a city parish for ten years. She went on to earn a Ph.D. in 
psychology from Marquette University.She has a lifelong interest in discernment and a fascination for 
the various twists and turns of our walks with God. 
 
Session Description: 
During this session participants have an opportunity to reflect on their Lay Academy journey. Through a 
process of deep listening and thoughtful questions participants will gain a sense of the ways in with the Holy 
Spirit is calling them into ministries rooted in their gifts, wisdom and abilities. 

 
Outcomes 
Participants will: 

o Gain a sense of how the Holy Spirit is moving in their lives and ministries and in the lives and 
ministries of others 

o Learn how to practice this process for discernment within their own congregations and in other 
aspects of their lives 

o Attend to the movement of the Spirit in their lives and the lives of others through speaking and 
deep listening 

o Identify gifts for discernment 
 
 
 
 

 

Let Your Life Speak by Parker Palmer. (2000).  Jossey Bass: SAN Francisco 
ISBN#: 0-7879-4735-0 (you may already have a copy of this book from a previous session) 
 
Discernment by Henri Nouwen (2013). Harper Collins:  
ISBN# 978-0-06-168616-0 
  
“Conversation as Communion: Spiritual, Feminist, Moral, and Natural Perspectives” by Patricia Jensen and 
David A. Kolb in Conversational Learning: An Experiential Approach to Knowledge Creation by Ann C. Baker, 
Patricia J. Jensen and David A. Kolb (posted on Moodle) 
 
Also recommended but not required: Daring Greatly by Brent Brown (2012) 
 
  

Session Preparation (to be completed prior to each session) 
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Choose either the Reflection or the Project Option for this session. If none of these options resonates with 
you, feel free to suggest an alternative that would support and enhance your learning goals.  
 

Post Class Reflection Assignment: 
 
What are your next steps? How will you continue to discern God’s presence and the Spirit’s call in your life? 
What additional support do you need? How will you gain that support? 

 
The Practical Project for this session is (Choose One): 
 

1. Gather a small group of trusted people to serve as an accountability or discernment circle with you and 

for you and one another. Have at least one group session and reflect briefly on how it went and what 

you will do differently the next time. 

2. Develop a plan for how you would teach some of what you have learned to others. Lead at least one 

session in which you execute your plan. Share your learning/teaching plan and reflections on what you 

would do differently next time as your assignment. 

Post Class Reflection & Project Options (Reflections Due Before next session; Projects Due May 18, 
2020) 
 


