
 
 

Dear friends and colleagues throughout the Wisconsin Conference UCC, 
 
On behalf of an excellent ACM Search Team and the Wisconsin Conference Board leadership, I am thrilled to 
introduce the Rev. Lorraine Ceniceros as 
our new Associate Conference Minister. Her primary geographical deployment will be in 
the Southwest Association and the western half of the Southeast Association. 
  
Lorraine comes to us from Southern California, where she was born and raised. She has significant 
ecclesiastical experience, having served for five years on the Central Association Committee on Ministry, 
which she now chairs. Additionally, Lorraine has demonstrated leadership and organizational vision by serving 
as Chair of the Board of Directors for the Southern California Nevada Conference, UCC. 
  
This means that Lorraine is well versed in the Manual on Ministry and is very familiar with the UCC polity and 
the role of middle judicatory ministry. She cares deeply about supporting congregations and pastors in their 
work. She has a skillset and gifts for churches facing conflict and she has a compassionate pastoral heart. 
  
One colleague describes Lorraine as "brilliant, mature, thoughtful and engaging." Another suggests she is 
"self-differentiating and emotionally mature, skilled at navigating community life and structures of power." Yet 
another said, "Both her moral compass and her personal integrity are true and good." The Search Team found 
her to be gracious, wise, non-anxious and courageously rooted in the faith. 
  
Lorraine herself says, "It is an honor to join such a talented team of leaders who are serving the Wisconsin 
Conference. Coming with me is a passion for music, animals, and serving others as they grow to their full 
potential." 
  
Lorraine plans to relocate to the Madison area by mid-July, and to assume ACM responsibilities on August 1. 
She will engage in transitional conversations with our retiring ACM, the Rev. Joanne Thomson in July. 
  
A bit more about her background. Lorraine graduated from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Political Science, and then earned a Masters of Divinity at Claremont School of 
Theology in California. She was ordained in the Southwest Conference of the United Church of Christ. She has 
experience as a local pastor, a pediatric chaplain and most recently has served as manager of Spiritual Care 
for Providence Saint John's Health Center in Santa Monica. Prior to her entry into ordained ministry, she held a 
number of managerial positions, including managing a stem-cell storage facility in Sedona, Arizona. 
  
The Search Team thanks you for your trust in this discerning process. Indeed, we feel Lorraine comes to us 
through the work of the Holy Spirit, and for that we are deeply grateful! 
  
With joy and excitement, 
 
Franz 
  
Team members: Phil Haslanger, Ann Dolan, Christine Wilke, Jacy Boldebuck, Manda Stack, Bob Ullman and 
Lynn Breedlove. 
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