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Agenda 
 

April 21, 2018; 10a.m.- 3:30p.m. 
First Congregational UCC 

310 Broadway St., Eau Claire, WI 54703 
 
 

9:30  Arrival and Registration 
 
10:00  Welcome and Opening Prayer- Rev. Mark Pirazzini, Host Pastor 
  Greetings from the Moderator-Ken Snart, Moderator 
  Introduction of Guests and New Pastors in the Association  
 
10:15   Keynote Speaker- “Getting to Know Our Neighbors, Past and Present” 

- Dr. Heather Ann Moody (***See bio on Agenda p.2) 
 
11:15   Break 
 
11:30   Hocak UCC: Our Ministry & Our Experience 
 
12:00   Lunch-and an opportunity to visit the display area 
 
1:00   Business Meeting (Ken Snart, Moderator) 
 Report of the Registrar 
 Approval of voice without vote for guests 
 
 Highlighting the Ministries of the Northwest Association 
  Associate Conference Minister 
  Division of Church and Ministry  
  Division on Mission of the Church in the World 
  Division on Ministry of the Local church 
  Moderator 
  Treasurer’s Report for 2017 
  Questions concerning Annual Reports 
  Vote to receive Annual Reports 
 
 Discussion and Adoption of Our Budget for 2019 
 
             Nominating Report and Nominations from the Floor 
  Elections of Officers and Division Members 
  Words of appreciation for Outgoing Officers & Division Members 
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OCWM Video 
Celebration and Recognition of 5 for 5 Congregations 
Structure of Wisconsin Conference & Association Annual Meetings in 2019   
General Synod 2019 

 UCCI (United Church Camps, Inc.) 
 Lay Academy announcement 
 Other announcements 

Evaluations  
 
2:45   Closing Worship  
 
3:30   Adjournment  
 
 
*Please be sure to fill out an evaluation and place in boxes marked “Evaluations” on your way 
out of worship.  
 
**NEW THIS YEAR!!!   A bibliography is available to this year’s meeting attendee’s including 
resources for books and websites on: white privilege, racism, and Native American Studies. 
They are located at the registration table and exits as you are leaving worship.    
 
***Dr. Heather Ann Moody is an enrolled member of the Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin and an 
assistant professor of American Indian Studies at UW-Eau Claire where she teaches a variety of 
subjects within the discipline. She has a doctorate in education with an emphasis on teaching 
and learning. Her work centers around the incorporation of accurate and relevant American 
Indian curriculum in K-12 and beyond and assists teachers in the Chippewa Valley to 
incorporate Act 31 in their classrooms. Additionally, her dissertation focused on the role of 
higher education in preparing pre-service teachers to incorporate Act 31. Dr. Moody has 
presented at national and regional levels on the topic of Native American curriculum. She has 
lead Domestic Intercultural Immersion experiences to Pine Ridge Reservation and this spring to 
northern Wisconsin Ojibwe communities. Dr. Moody also serves as a co-advisor for the Inter-
Tribal Student Council organization at UW-Eau Claire.  
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Moderator’s Report - 2017 
 
It has been my privilege to serve as Moderator for the Northwest Association this last year.   My 
second year as Moderator has been just as fulfilling, interesting and enriching as my first year.   
 
I continue to count myself blessed as I’ve been, once again, surrounded by incredible 
leadership.  Our Division Chairs and members of the Executive Committee continue to amaze 
me in the amount of knowledge, skill and compassion they show each time I see them and in 
each of the duties they have taken on.  
 
As part of his many duties, Rob MacDougall continues to have the Northwest Association as 
part of his responsibilities.  As an Association we have been extremely fortunate to have him as 
our leader.  Each time I contact Rob with a question or for some feedback on something, I know 
and trust that the response I get from him will be well thought through and organized.  He is 
one of the most patient and accepting individuals I have ever known and I appreciate him more 
than words can say.   Thank you Rob! 
 
Once again this year we have been blessed with leadership in our NWA Divisions.  We have had 
transitions in leadership and the new Chairpersons have taken on the task with dignity and 
grace.  The annual reports for each division are contained in this booklet.   As you read through 
them you can see that they have accomplished great ministries this year.   Thank you to the 
Chairpersons of each division for your leadership.   Your time and talents are extremely 
valuable to the NWA.   You have made my job as Moderator much easier.   
 
Many thanks to the Conference support staff for the support and assistance in many ways.  Our 
needs as an association have been met with confidence and we are extremely blessed.   
 
We have finished 2017 with a balanced budget and will head into 2018 with a fully balanced 
budget.  Our Divisions have worked very hard to accomplish this while still providing quality 
ministries.   Accomplishing the most possible with what resources we have is something that 
our Divisions have done a wonderful job with.   
 
As we look into our next year it is with great anticipation that I turn things over to Missy Miller 
as our new Moderator.  Missy has been an incredible Vice Moderator, always willing to pitch in 
and help with or do whatever is needed.  I’ve always know that I can count on her with 
confidence.  Thank you Missy and best of luck to you as Moderator for the next two years.   
 
We continue to utilize our video conferencing equipment in Wausau and Eau Claire.   All of the 
“bugs” have been worked out, and our meetings of the executive committee have been smooth 
and successful utilizing both locations.   Please be aware that this is available for other 
meetings.   Since the NWA covers such a huge amount of area, it has been valuable for saving 
time and expense for many of those serving on committees.  
 

5



This year we’ve spent time talking about and exploring different ways that the churches and 
ministers in the NWA can connect with and support each other.  This seems to be of growing 
importance as our congregations get smaller in size.  I think this will continue to be a subject of 
exploration in the years to come.   
 
2017 was the first year that our increased per capita dues went into effect.  There has been 
little difference in the percentages of dues collected and it seems as though the churches in the 
NWA understand that this was a big part of our balanced budget and have accepted the change 
gracefully.   
 
Thank you once again for the opportunity to serve as your Moderator.  It has been a privilege 
and a joy.  
 
Blessings,  
 
Ken 
Ken Snart, Moderator 
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Associate Conference Minister’s Report 
 

May the Creator of all that is good and beautiful fill your hearts and spirits with courage and 
love. 
 
I need to begin my report this year by telling you what a privilege and gift it is to serve as ACM 
in the Northwest Association and Wisconsin Conference.  For thirty years of ordained ministry I 
served in local churches, experiencing the joys and weight of being part of congregational 
rhythms, hopes and work.  While I have always been aware of being covenantally part of other 
UCC churches, the Association and Conference, it is an amazing perspective one gains through 
the gift of experiencing the life of many churches.  I am thankful for the faithful ministries of 
each church, the particular gifts of authorized ministers and lay leaders, the care that is offered 
within, beyond and between congregations.  Our world is reeling from so much that tears us 
from each other and creation, and yet, in so many of our churches people gather to bind up 
wounds, welcome strangers and re-make human structures for the wellbeing of all that God has 
brought into existence.  Humbly, my hope is to be attentive to the spirit and details of our 
covenantal life such that God’s presence might flourish among us. 
 
As you can see in the registrar’s report we installed ministers in nine congregations this year.  
Some of these ministers were already serving in the NWA, but many are new.  There is renewed 
hope that comes when ministers and congregations choose each other.  Times of transition 
bring vulnerability and uncertainty. As the writer of Ecclesiastes proclaims there is a time for 
many seasons, so there is a time for transition and there is a time for a new beginning, and we 
know, as people of faith, it is often through our vulnerability that God’s light breaks forth. 
 
Equipping and strengthening leadership in our churches continues to be central to the ministry 
of the Wisconsin Conference.  Authorized ministers are supported through Communities of 
Practice, coaching, the Next Generation Leadership Initiative, continuing education, retreats 
and other resources.  Healthy and spiritually alive pastors serve more faithfully in their 
churches.  Lay leaders are also strengthened through the Lay Academy, networking, 
discernment workshops, Conflict Resolution trainings, Catalyst grants, retreats and Conference 
staff.     
 
There are several developments in the Northwest Association to highlight: 
 

- Stacey Craig and JaNae Westrich were received as Members in Discernment 
- Stacey Craig is piloting the WI Expo opportunity through a six month internship at St. 

John’s UCC, Madeline Island (this is a project supported by both the NWA and the 
Catalyst program of the Wisconsin Conference) 

- Two NWA churches are building new churches: Congregational UCC,  Mellen dedicated 
their new church Feb. 24, 2018; Plymouth UCC, Eau Claire is in the rebuilding process 
after their building was destroyed by a lightning strike and fire 
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- NWA Per Capita giving by congregations has come in strong and has allowed the NWA 
budget to be balanced 

- Several NWA  churches have had discussions about the future of their congregation, 
these are both difficult and hopeful conversations 

- Three clergy were granted Emeritus status this year at Grace UCC, Wausau, Rev. Steve 
Russell, Rev. Nancy Russell, Rev. Wayne Drueck 

 
Many resources have been developed in the Wisconsin Conference this year including several 
justice working groups, youth opportunities, trained conflict resolution facilitators and clergy 
coaches.  A new set of clergy compensation guidelines were completed following the format of 
several other Conferences with an attempt to address new developments in ministry, 
continuing to make these guidelines user friendly is a goal of the Commission on Church and 
Ministry.   Also, retirement seminars are being offered in each Association to assist ministers in 
their movement toward retirement and working with local churches to facilitate the healthy 
and faithful transition of ministerial leadership. 
 
Nationally, the UCC continues to evolve.  Three Conferences in the Midwest are in the process 
of merging, another three Conferences in New England are holding conversation about merger.  
This past year saw the reduction of national staff which affects the ministry of the national 
offices.  The Manual on Ministry continues to be updated with the proposal on moving to a 
single form of authorization garnering the most debate. 
   
Our Wisconsin Conference will be hosting the UCC General Synod, June 2019 in Milwaukee.  We 
are excited about this opportunity to host our bi-annual national gathering.  Later in 2018 UCC 
congregations and members will learn more about volunteering at and supporting the General 
Synod.  It is the hope that many Wisconsin UCC folk will attend the Synod, so, in an attempt to 
not over commit our members, the four Wisconsin Associations and the Conference have 
decided to hold joint annual meetings next April. There will be no annual meeting of the 
Conference held in June, 2019.  Look for more information about arrangements this fall. 
 
Finally, I wish to express my gratitude to the leadership and divisions of the NWA.  Thanks to 
Ken Snart our moderator, to Rev. Missy Miller our vice-moderator, Rev. David Huber our long 
serving secretary, Carrie Fisher our treasurer, Rev. Don Bauman our DCM chairperson, Mary Jo 
Laabs our Local Church chairperson, and Rev. Elizabeth Hazel our World Church chairperson. A 
special thank you to Jill Christopherson who has served as our nominating committee 
chairperson for many years.  It is a gift to serve with you and so many others that give direction 
and life to our NWA UCC. 
 
Keep the faith – Rev. Rob MacDougall, Associate Conference Minister 
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Treasurer’s Reports:  
 

YEAR END 2017 FINANCIAL STATUS: 

INCOME: 

The 2017 total income was $43,169.54, which was slightly above budget.  This is the result of very 
faithful giving through per capita payments by our NW Association congregations.   

EXPENSES: 

The 2017 expenses were $42,342.33, which was slightly below budget.  Net income for 2017 year end 
was $827.21.  The expenses directly support programming, such as camp and retreat scholarships, 
clergy development, pastoral search and call expenses, etc. 

ASSETS: 

Total asset balance at the beginning of 2017 was $39,305.92.    Our 2017 year-end total asset balance is 
$48,406.93.  This balance includes restricted funds and designated gifts totaling $10,164.00.   

Our assets include a checking account balance of $32,329.68, a Cornerstone Demand Account of 
$100.00, and a 2-Year Cornerstone CD of $15,977.25 

BUDGET FOR 2018 

The 2018 budget was passed at the 2017 NW Association Annual Meeting.  The budget is a balanced 
budget with income and expenses of $38,400. 

BUDGET FOR 2019 

The 2019 budget is presented as a balanced budget of $42,400 and will be voted on at this 2018 Annual 
Meeting.  

 

We are grateful for the significant, faithful work that has guided us to this fiscal position. 

 

Respectfully, 

Northwest Association Budget Team 
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Year-End 2017 Financial Spreadsheet 
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Year-End 2017 Balance Sheet 
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Budget Draft – 2019 
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Registrar’s Report 
 

Ministerial Standing: Jan. 1, 2017-Dec. 31, 2017 

Ordinations – 0  

Ordained Ministerial Calls 

Rev. Kent Cormack – La Crosse (First Congregational) 
Rev. David Bowles – Ladysmith/Conrath 
Rev. Burt Williams – Roberts 
Rev. Topher Mehlhoff – Three Lakes 
Rev. Missy Miller – WI Rapids 
 
Ordained Ministerial Calls Ending 

Rev. Matt Schneider-Adams – Prescott 

Licensed Covenanted Ministries Ending 

Jill Christopherson – Eau Claire (First Congregational) 
Roger Hofer – Humbird 
Julie Garber – Osseo 
Gary Wilner – Rhinelander 
 
Interim Ministries Beginning 

Rev. Wayne Drueck – Rhinelander 
Rev. Katherine Gibson Christiansen – Prescott 
 
Interim/Transitional Ministries Ending 

Rev. JoBeth Marshall – Osseo 
Rev. Sue Schneider-Adams – Roberts 
Rev. Wayne Drueck – Rhinelander 
Gary Wilner – Rhinelander 
Eagle River Clergy Group – Three Lakes 

Installations 

Rev. David Bowles – Ladysmith/Conrath  
Rev. Kent Cormack – La Crosse (First Congregational) 
Rev. Topher Mehlhoff – Three Lakes 
Rev. Missy Miller – WI Rapids 
Rev. Kathleen Remund – Menomonie 
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Rev. Doris Ruben – Stratford 
Rev. Gloria Van Houten – Schofield  
Rev. Burt Williams – Roberts 
Rev. Mary Snell Willis – Land O Lakes/Phelps 
 
Ordained Ministerial Standing Transferred Into NWA 

Rev. David Bowles 
Rev. Kent Cormack 
Rev. Gloria Van Houten 
Rev. Burt Williams 
Rev. Mary Snell Willis 
 
Ordained Ministerial Standing Transferred Out Of NWA 

Rev. Matt Schneider-Adams 
Rev. Sue Schneider-Adams 
 
Dual Standing 

Rev. Stacy Johnson Myers – River Falls 
Rev. Sharon Osborn – Earl 
Rev. Dr. Melinda Quivik – Houghton 
Rev. David Stratton – Eau Claire (Truax) 
 
Commissioned Minister Standing 

Joanne Klink 

Privilege Of Call 

Rev. Wes Jedras – Antigo 

Clergy With Ordained Ministerial Partner Standing 

Rev. Pat Tucker 

Leave Of Absence 

Rev. Catherine Burbury 
 
Retirement 

Jill Christopherson 

 

16



Licensed Ministers 

Pauline Bangle – Bloomer 
Mary Barnes – Eau Claire (First Congregational) 
Mark Bartlett – Bruce 
Scott Crandall – Stevens Point 
Teri Hanson – Colby/Athens 
Mary Jo Laabs – Medford 
John Parkyn – La Crosse (St. John’s) 
Patti Stevens – Marshfield 
Sue Stein – WI Rapids 
Keanne Foster – Wausau (St. Paul’s) 
 
Members In Discernment 

Stacy Craig – Delta 
JaNae Westrich – River Falls 
 
Churches On Roster – 60 

Clergy With Ordained Ministerial Standing – 107 

Necrology 

Rev. Vernon Dolde    Died Nov. 21, 2017 
Rev. George Million   Died July 7, 2017 
Rev. Robert Loma   Died May 25, 2017 
Patricia Heins (wife of Rev. Bill Heins)   Died July 4, 2017 
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Division on Church and Ministry Report 
 
This is my first year as Chair of the Division and so I am relying heavily on the report outline 
from the previous year prepared by my faithful predecessor, Charles Wolfe. I am also grateful 
for the guidance of Rev. Rob MacDougall, our Associate Conference Minister and the clear and 
accurate monthly minutes prepared by our Secretary, Wendy Dittmann. 

The Division on Church and Ministry continues to operate with two "Teams" (the "A" or 
Authorizing Team) and the ("B" or Befriending Team).   Most of the time both teams meet on 
the same day and spend a portion of the meeting divided. Recently, team B has surveyed all of 
the clergy on our roster and updated transfers for some who no longer reside within the 
boundaries of the Northwest Association. They are also reviewing the roster to determine if all 
clergy who still do ministry are up to date on Boundary Training. Just a reminder that this has to 
be done once every four years.    

We continue to use the video technology that allows us to meet simultaneously at First 
Congregational UCC in Eau Claire, and Grace UCC in Wausau. We want to thank these two 
churches for making space available to us. This way of meeting saves on travel expense and 
time commitment and solves some winter driving issues. 

Once again, the Division on Church and Ministry underspent its budget for 2017.  This, in large 
part, because we have had minimal use of the North Central Ministry Development Center in 
New Brighton which provides psychological evaluation for Members in Discernment, and also 
career development advice for active clergy who are being assisted by the Division on Church 
and Ministry.  We have continued to offer a significant scholarship (one-third the total cost) to 
Northwest Association members who are attending the Lay Academy of the Wisconsin 
Conference, and provide assistance in varying amounts to active clergy who request assistance 
with the cost of participating in a Community of Practice (COP).  The Division is firmly convinced 
that both the Lay Academy and the Communities of Practice are wise and fruitful investments 
in the future of our congregations. We are also encouraging clergy to take advantage of 
coaching opportunities in the Conference. Anyone wishing to be matched with a coach should 
contact Tisha Brown at the Conference Office.  

The Division also meets with each new pastor coming into the Association and is responsible for 
receiving transfer of standing for those who come from other Associations and Conferences.  
We had a Division member present at each retirement of a pastor, as well as representing the 
Association at Services of Parting in which clergy left a congregation to serve elsewhere.  We 
also represented you at each Installation Service and Ordination Service held in our Association 
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through the past twelve months. In addition, we meet with those who wish to become 
Members in Discernment to lay out a program of preparation leading to Ordination, to assign 
each one an advisor from the Division, and to determine if they possess the emotional and 
mental aptitude for ministry. One of our Members In Discernment, Stacy Craig, is engaged in 
what we are calling the Wisconsin Expo project as she serves an internship at St. John’s UCC on 
Madeline Island. Our other Member in Discernment, JaNae Westrich is serving as Youth Pastor 
at First Congregational, UCC, River Falls. 

The Annual Licensed Lay Ministers Retreat, held on the first Saturday of February each year, is 
among the high points in the Division's life.  In a day-long session led by Sand Bur Consulting, 
the Lay Ministers in our Association and most of the members of the Church and Ministry 
Division gather to pray and learn together, and to consider some facet of ministry.  At the 
conclusion of that retreat each Lay Minister receives her or his Certificate of Licensure for the 
next year.  The Northwest Association now has only nine Licensed Lay Ministers. This is down 
from a high of sixteen just two years ago. However, we still have more than any of the other 
Associations.  

The Conference Commission on Church and Ministry (made up primarily of members of 
Divisions from the four Associations) continues to work at creating documents and procedures 
that will standardize the work of the four Wisconsin Associations in authorizing ministries, 
setting common Boundary Training guidelines, and receiving Members in Discernment.  We 
currently use a Conference-wide Team when fitness reviews are required (when an ordained or 
licensed minister is accused of any impropriety which may bring into question their fitness to 
serve in ministry).  Since this is a rare occurrence—and we hope will remain so—it is preferable 
and more efficient to have one team trained and ready than to have one in each Association. 

As you may have heard, a new "Manual on Ministry" is nearing completion at the National Level 
will be introduced at or before the General Synod in Milwaukee.  A draft version has been 
prepared for review, comments, and suggestions by Church and Ministry Divisions and others.  
Last April, several members of our Division on Church and Ministry attended a regional 
discussion in Chicago to share our observations and concerns about the present document. We 
were particularly concerned that Licensed Ministry was to be eliminated as an Authorization for 
Ministry. Our concerns, I am told, were shared quite forcefully. 

In closing, I would encourage members of the Association to contact any member of the 
Division with questions or concerns. We are eager to be of assistance to both clergy and 
churches as we pursue this shared ministry. And, we do rejoice in the faithful ministries being 
done in every corner of the Northwest Association. God bless all of you!  

Respectfully submitted, 
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Rev. Donald E. Baumann, chair  

NW Association Church and Ministry Division:  Rev. Dr. Rob MacDougall, Associate Conference 
Minister    Team A:  Wendy Dittmann, secretary, Rev. Don Baumann, Rev. Kyle Carnes, Carol 
Merriman, Rev. Colleen Kwong,  Team B:  Mary Barnes, Rev. Julie Goranson, Rev. Phil Milam, 
Rev. Brandon Perrine,  Rev. Steve Russell  
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Division on Ministry in the Local Church 
 
Division members: Julie Garber, Ann Larrabee, Don Quigley 

Becky Rodenbeck, Kathy Tate, Kari Tikal,  
Chair: Ron Rohloff term “up” in April) new chair: Mary Jo Laabs 
Emma Ledbetter resigned from this Division in September. 

 
Many thanks to Ron Rohloff and Emma Ledbetter for their faithful service on the Division of 
Ministry in the Local Church! 
 
We give thanks for the budgeting that makes days in “nature’s sanctuaries” possible for the NW 
Association! We continue to distribute our budget, with the assistance of Vicki Graff at the Trost 
Center, WI Conference UCC. (Thank you, Vicki!) Our funds benefit NWA persons attending 
Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center. (UCC camps only) This year: Family Camps, Quilting Retreat, 
Winter Retreat, MADD Camps, Jr Hi Adventure Camp, Grandparent and Me Camp, Faith 
Formation Retreats, Knock Knock, Jesus Core and Continuing Education for Church Leaders. All 
Scholarships are credited to the campers’ accounts at camp. 
 
We no longer will give scholarships to fund “Faith Practices,” a comprehensive educational tool 
for churches, as it is now available free on ucc.org. 
 
Students and their chaperones who attend Faith Formation retreats will submit their 
application on the camps’ websites. Their scholarship of $50 per person     will be credited to 
their account at camp. All NWA UCC persons who apply will receive scholarships. Please send all 
other Scholarship applications by email or USPS to Mary Jo Laabs, believe417@gmail.com or 
2105 E Main St, Merrill, WI 54452, at least 2 weeks prior to the camping date. The applications 
are included on the following pages. 
 
2017 Budget $9000 + $3500(EXPO)  Actual Expenses 2017   
Leadership Development Events: $1250     $300.00 
Camp Scholarships: $4000     $4450.00 
Faith Formation: $3500      $3850.00 
Meetings: $250            181.21 
         $8781.21 
 
WI EXPO (internship program): $3500    $3500.00 

 
Submitted by Mary Jo Laabs, on behalf of the DMLC 2017 
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NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UCC  
Outdoor Ministries Scholarship 

The Northwest Association encourages local UCC churches to participate in the UCC Outdoor 
Ministries of the Wisconsin Conference, at Moon Beach, St Germain and Pilgrim Center, Green 
Lake 

 
        Applications must be received at least 2 weeks prior to the event. 
       For weeklong camps:  Scholarships are $100 per camper. 
      For 2-3 day camps/events:  Scholarships are $50 per camper  

Please submit a separate form for each camper. 
 

 
Name                                                      Phone_______________  
 
Address                                          City                                 ZIP _______ 
 
Parent Signature                                                      email__________________  
 
UCC Church Name___________________________        City__________________ 
 
Pastor's Signature                                                    email_________________________ 
 
Camp Name                                                               Session #                           
 
Date(s) of Session                  ____ Session Name______________________ 
 
 
Mail to: Mary Jo Laabs; 2105 E Main St, Merrill, WI 54452  
Email to: believe417@gmail.com 
 
 
  
Note: Scholarship money will be sent to the Camp  
          and credited to your account. 
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NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UCC  
Events for the Development of Church Leaders Scholarship  

 
The Northwest Association is encouraging United Church of Christ churches to inspire attendance at 
Leadership Development Events. The United Church of Christ offers many 1-day to weeklong workshop 
opportunities for church administrators, faith formation educators; stewardship, church growth and 
renewal, etc. 
 
Events may include out of conference opportunities. 
 
$50 Scholarship available per person, per year.  
 
Applications must be submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the event.   
 
Name __________________________________Phone____________________ 
 
Address                                          City                               ZIP ______ 
 
Email_________________________ 
 
Event Name & Date___________________________________________ 
 
Your UCC Church Name________________________City_____________ 
           
Pastor's Signature                                                email                         
 
Mail to: Mary Jo Laabs, 2105 E Main St, Merrill, WI 54452 
Email: believe417@gmail.com 
 
 
 
For office use only: Date received___________________________ 
 
Approved by: __________________________________________ 
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NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UCC  
Regional and National Youth Event Scholarship  

 
The Northwest Association of the Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ encourages 
youth to participate in Regional and National Events designed for their faith development. 
 
Scholarships are available in the amount of $50 per participant 
 
Applications must be submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the event. 

Please submit separate form for each participant 
 

 
Name:__________________________________Phone_______________ 
 
 
Address:__________________________City_______________Zip______ 
 
 
Parent Signature____________________________Email___________________ 
 
 
UCC Church Name______________________City___________________ 
 
 
Pastor’s Signature__________________________Email____________________ 
 
 
Name of Event_________________________ 
 
Dates of Event______________ 
 
 
Mail to: Mary Jo Laabs, 2105 E. Main St, Merrill, WI 54452 
Email: believe417@gmail.com 
 
 
For office use only: Date received___________________________ 
 
Approved by:___________________________________________ 
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Division on the Mission of the Church in the World Report 
 
We are coming into the season where we receive the most requests for scholarship monies for 
mission trips and work camps, but we have already given a scholarship to First in Eagle River for 
their trip to Pine Ridge, $450 for 2017, $150 for 2018. 
 
We have decided that we need to let people know what kinds of scholarships are available and 
where to get the forms.  Basic information and forms for scholarships are available on the 
Wisconsin Conference website, http://www.wcucc.org/associations/northwest-
association/what-we-do/mission-church-world/ or contact me.  Mission opportunities are listed 
on the national website (www.ucc.org) by themes and localities.  There are work camps that 
focus on the building and renovation of housing that is barely adequate and meeting the 
homeowners, immersion into the life, excitement, problems and service opportunities of big 
cities, park preservation, fixing up office space for community help organizations, going to 
Appalachia, learning about life on Indian reservations, helping partners in disaster relief and 
much more.  Just look for the one that suits your passion.  We can help you find out more about 
your choice or what others thought of the experience.  Call 715-744-2373, Rev. Elizabeth Hazel.  
Our scholarships are limited to $100 per person or $1000 per group. 
 
We support mission activities in our NWA Churches and promote first-hand accounts of how 
these mission activities have affected those who participated.  First-hand accounts have been 
published in “The Northwest Word” and sometimes the Conference or other Associations pick 
them up.   Members of River Falls have written about resettling a mother and four children 
from Guatemala and a member of Plymouth United Church of Christ (and our committee) has 
written about her experience in the Chippewa Valley Street Ministry.  Several of these articles 
will bring you to tears, they are so inspiring.  We especially invite those who have received one 
of our scholarships to write an article for “The Northwest Word.” 
 
Because we communicate a lot of what is going on in our Association through “The Northwest 
Word,” we want to make it easier for more people to get it by email.  The “Word” is 
automatically sent to each church and pastor, but we would like to see more church members 
get it as well, so that they can see more of what’s going on in their area of passion and how 
projects have progressed beyond their display at Annual Meetings. To this end, we invite 
pastors to forward “The Northwest Word” to their congregation’s email list and invite 
parishioners to get on our Facebook page.   The DMCW will also have a sign-up table at this 
year’s Annual Meeting for getting “The Northwest Word” by email if you haven’t been receiving 
it as expected. 
 
We are also working on an informal directory of people in our churches who are passionate 
about mission.  That would make their getting together on a mission project easier because 
they would have contact information for others who are interested, and not just the contact 
number for the church and/or the minister.  If you are passionate about mission you can sign up 
with your contact information at our table.  Or if you would like to go to churches and talk to 
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them about your mission experiences, sign up.  We also plan to have a sign-up sheet for 
churches who would like such speakers, and which subject they’d like to know about. 
 
Our list of speakers so far are: 
      Carol Merriman, (Back Bay) 715-426-6680 
                                                       Kay Treu (Back Bay) 715-359-9532 
                                                       Paul Veldman (Pine Ridge) 715-884-6419 
                                                       Elizabeth Hazel (general) 715-744-2373 
 
As you know, the Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting voted to make our Conference 
“Immigrant Welcoming.”  Thirteen of our churches had discussions on “Immigrant welcoming.”  
We sent out an email, then I called (or left a message) to see if any had further developments 
to report.  River Falls has become officially “Immigrant Welcoming” and has resettled a mother 
and four children, and is now resettling a mother and child but when I called, I found that other 
churches were also doing many other things to welcome immigrants or to promote a 
compassionate understanding of the situation.  When I made these phone calls, I was so 
inspired by the response, I felt as if I had just had an encounter with the Holy.    
 
Respectfully submitted,   Elizabeth Hazel, Chair, morrinhazel@pctcnet.net 
 
Karen Brzezinski, karencbrz@gmail.com 
Bill Colby-Newton, bill.colbynewton@gmail.com 
L. Scott Crandall, lscottCrandall@gmail.com 
Cindy Halfen, cindy.halfen@gmail.com 
Sue McBride, suemcbride1@gmail.com  
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Northwest Association – 2017 Five for Five Churches 
 

 

  

Faith UCC Antigo 
St. Johns UCC Arpin 

First Congregational UCC Bloomer 
Congregational UCC Cable 

First UCC Colby 
Peace UCC Dorchester 

First Congregational UCC Eau Claire 
United Church of Christ Elcho 

St. Pauls UCC Ellsworth 
St. John UCC Humbird 
St. Pauls UCC Iron River (Delta) 

United Church of Christ Kempster 
First Congregational UCC La Crosse 

St. Johns UCC La Pointe 
St. Pauls UCC Marshfield 

Community UCC Medford 
Congregational UCC Mellen 

First Congregational UCC Menomonie 
St. Stephens UCC Merrill 

United Church of Christ Neillsville 
Nekoosa UCC Nekoosa 
St. Johns UCC Oak Grove 

United Church of Christ Congregational Osseo 
First Congregational UCC Owen 
United Church of Christ Pittsville 

First Congregational UCC Rhinelander 
First Congregational UCC River Falls 

Congregational UCC Roberts 
Peace UCC Schofield 

Congregational UCC Sparta 
Namekagon Congregational UCC Springbrook 

Ebenezer UCC Stratford 
Union Congregational UCC Three Lakes 

Grace UCC Wausau 
St. Pauls UCC Wausau 

First Congregational UCC Wisconsin Rapids 

27



Liaisons’ Report 
 

The four liaisons from the Northwest Association to the Wisconsin Conference have attended 
meetings of both the NWA Executive Committee and the Board of Directors of the Conference.   
 
Highlights from this past year include: 
 
The Board has accepted an offer of a property donation from Julie and Brad Garber in Osseo.  
The use of the property is to be determined, but it offers an opportunity for retreat space, 
training, etc. Currently, an attorney, plus former Board Chair Steve Hirby, are reviewing the 
legal documents so that the Conference can receive this donation.  
 
A decision was made to place a portion of the Trost Center property in DeForest on the market 
last year.  That portion is marketed as two separate parcels, one for 6.26 acres at $525,000 and 
one for 3.91 acres at $350,000. Currently, there is no single use designated for income from a 
sale.  There is hope that as the land is developed, an improved internet connection will be 
brought to the Trost Center also, which would allow the Conference Headquarters to complete 
its implementation of the videoconferencing system that the Northwest began using a few 
years ago.  The NWA liaisons have encouraged this continuation of the project.  There is a 
potential offer in the near future. The Board will consider a possible tithe to the Synod if this 
sale should go through. 
 
A Financial Futures Task Force was formed to consider the long-term effectiveness of Our 
Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM).  The trend over the past several years has been for churches 
to give less to OCWM, to the point where that revenue cannot continue to fully support the 
work of the Conference if the trend continues.  Much time was devoted to this group 
throughout the past year, with discussions and updates. A proposal will be forthcoming in the 
near future. OCWM has seen a slight increase in giving during this past year.  
 
The Board encouraged all Divisions and Committees to consider their duties and 
responsibilities.  Out of this came a reorganization of the Church Development and Renewal 
team.  Its new name will be Catalyst:  Resourcing Innovative and Vital Ministries.  Its mission is 
to resource and encourage vital and innovative ministries that transform lives. NWA was able to 
obtain some monies from Catalyst to fund the EXPO project.  A Governance Committee was 
launched and has become active; it also continues to look at ways to improve the board. 
 
An official invitation was made at General Synod 2017 for the Wisconsin Conference to host 
Synod 2019 in Milwaukee, and that invitation was accepted.  Due to Wisconsin’s poor record on 
racism, discussions surrounding racism will be the focus of the program for Synod 2019.  
Resources are going up on the website focusing around White Privilege, Social Justice, etc., to 
enable congregations to have discussions of their own to increase understanding before Synod 
2019.  
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The Board spent time in December reviewing its 2017 Vision of Ministry Priorities and refining 
its 2018 Vision of Ministry. Those items are kept before the Board to inspire its decisions and 
plans. 
 
The Brown Deer UCC church is closing. The Conference is working with them to help transfer 
the property to the Conference, with the hope that the church can be sold in the near future.  
Keep these folks in your prayers as they leave their church and find new church homes in which 
to worship. 
 
The Board has begun having meetings held through the internet (Zoom) so that there will be 
less time spent traveling, making service on the Board more attainable to folks who are not 
retired or can’t be away from their churches. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rev. Bill Clyma, Rev. Mark Pirazzini, Ron Roloff, and Susan Stein 
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Nominating Committee Report 
 

NW ASSOCIATION NOMINATIONS 
Nominations Committee 2018 

BALLOT 
Position:  Term   Candidate 
Executive Committee: 
Moderator  2018-2020  Rev Michelle Miller, missy@wisrapidsucc.net,  

715-536-7322 
Vice Moderator  2018-2020  Teri Hanson, christfirstpastor@gmail.com,  
Treasurer  2018-2020  Carrie Fisher, carrie.e.fisher@gmail.com 
Member-at-large 2018-2020(2)  Rev Dana Schindler, danaschindler@hotmail.com,  

715-610-1888 
Member-at-large 2018-2020(1)  Patti Steevens, patti-steevens@hotmail.com,  

715-387-4800 
Conference Board of Directors: 
Member, (Conference appointee) 
   2018-2020(3)  Ron Roloff, ronchrisroloff@frontier.com, 715-845-2416 
Member (clergy) 2018-2020(2)  Rev Mark Pirazzini, pastor@firstucceauclaire.org,  

715-834-2668 
Division on Ministry in the Local Church: 
Member  2018-2021(2)  Mary Jo Laabs (chair), believe417@gmail.com,  

715-351-0450 
Member  2018-2021(1)  VACANT 
Member   2018-2021(1)  Adam Westrich, revadamww@gmail.com,  

715-716-0146 
Member  2017-2020(0)  Doris Ruben, rubendi@juno.com, 715-687-4114 

Division of the Church in the World: 
Member  2018-2021(2)  Cindy Halfen, cindy.halfen@gmail.com, 715-830-1362 
Member   2018-2021(1)  Jeanne Dukerschein, glentamarack@gmail.com,  

715-597-8827 
Member  2017-2020(0)  Jill Schwebs, schwebsj@gmail.com, 715-235-0024 
Member  2016-2019(0)  Kathy Bartilson, karthy.bartilson@gmail.com,  

715-520-2984  
Division of Church and Ministry: 
Member  2018-2021(1)  Rev Don Baumann, chair, donbfishing@gmail.com ,  

715-845-8464 
Member  2018-2021(1)  Rev Julie Goranson, revjulie@graceuccwausau.org ,   

715-845-7051 
Member   2018-2021(2)  Rev Steve Russell, chapscr2@gmail.com, 715-892-9551 
Member  2016-2019(0)  VACANT 
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Position:  Term   Candidate 
Nominating: 
*Member  2018-2021  VACANT  
Member  2018-2021  Pat Juday, pajuday@gmail.com, 715-420-0432 
Member  2017-2020  Pauline Bangle, westernpb@yahoo.com, 715-723-8265 
*Member  2016-2019  VACANT 
*Member  2016-2019  VACANT 
 
Synod Delegates: 
Delegate, F Clergy 2018-2021  Rev Elizabeth Hazel, morrinhazel@pctcnet.net,  

715-744-2372 
Delegate, F, Clergy 2018-2021  Rev Asafa Vaonirina, asafa.vaonirina@gmail.com,  

763-291-1223 
Delegate, M Youth 2018-2021  William Vraney, granitza@aol.com, (mom’s cell)  

715-573-3256 
Delegate, M Clergy 2018-2021  Rev Phil Milam, pastorphil15@outlook.com,  

262-470-0736 
Alternate,   2018-2021  Patti Steevens, patti-steevens@hotmail.com,  

715-387-4800 
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