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Annual Meeting Schedule 
 

Spring Association Meeting – April 16, 2016 
Schedule 

 
Encouraging One Another 

“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are 
doing.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 
 

8:30 - 9:00  Registration 
 
8:45 – 9:00  Gathering Music with Praise Band 
 
9:00 - 9:10         Opening Worship (Hymn Sing and Convening Prayer) 
 
9:10 - 9:25         Official Welcome, Announcements, a Word from Joanne Thomson 
 
9:30 - 10:15       Keynote Address – Rev. Dr. Karl Kuhn 

Meddlesome Spirit: Subverting Minds and Transforming Hearts (Acts 10 
and 15) 

 
10:15 - 10:30         Break 
 
10:30 – 11:30     Keynote Conversations – Interaction with Rev. Dr. Karl Kuhn 
 
11:30   Group Photo 
 
11:45 - 1:00       Lunch 
 
1:00 - 1:05         Regathering Hymn Sing 
 
1:05 - 1:35         Shift Presentation – Rev. Franz Rigert 
 
1:35 - 2:15  Business Meeting (including roll call of churches)  
 
2:15 - 3:00         Closing Worship with Communion  
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History of Host Church 

 
First Congregational UCC 
Fort Atkinson, WI 
Rev. Christopher Buckingham-Taylor, pastor 
 
On a pleasant Sunday, October 3, 1841, a few families 
gathered at the home of Phineas Morrison (one of the 
Village of Fort Atkinson's earliest pioneers) and decided to 
organize a Congregational church.  The organization was 
completed the following week, October 9th, at the two-room log cabin of Milo Jones (the 
founder of Jones Dairy Farm).  It was one of the first ten Congregational churches organized in 
the Territory of Wisconsin.  The Rev. Stephen Peet (sent west by the American Home 
Missionary Society) preached the first sermon in Fort Atkinson.  He was a graduate of Yale 
Divinity, and had been a student of Ralph Waldo Emerson.  He came west in 1835 and over the 
years, organized more than 200 churches in Wisconsin and Illinois.  He was one of the founders 
of Beloit College and laid the plans for Chicago Theological Seminary. 
 
The first building used for worship by the congregation was also used as the first school house.  
Later, in 1850, a new building was constructed and became the First Congregational Church.  
Oddly, in 1865 a new church building was erected (close to the spot where our current church is 
located) due to the fact the old church building was too close to the railroad tracks and 
members found it “disturbing.”  That church was torn down in 1941.  That second church (really 
the third building) served the congregation for nearly seventy-five years before it was 
destroyed by fire on October 26, 1942.  A new church was constructed and the congregation 
met in the “New Meeting House” the first week of November, 1947. 
 
October is unique for the First Congregational Church of Fort Atkinson.  The Congregational 
Society was organized October 2, 1841; the organization meeting was completed on October 9, 
1841; the second church building was destroyed by fire October 26, 1942; ground for the new 
building was broken October 6, 1946; and the new church was finally completed and dedicated 
at a special service on October 3, 1954. 
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Clergy and Church Anniversaries 
 
 
 

2016 Clergy Anniversaries 
 

Rev. Jerry Hancock 10 years   Rev. Virginia Kay Pych 30 years 
 Rev. Eldonna Hazen 10 years   Rev. Karla Marie Schmidt 30 years 
 Rev. Lex Liberatore 10 years   Rev. Lisa Shoenwetter 30 years 
 Rev. Jessica Taft 10 years   Rev. Diana Shaw 30 years 
 Rev. Vicki Warren 10 years   Rev. Carol Adams 35 years 
 Rev. Sara Rabe 15 years   Rev. Marjorie Ferrell 35 years 
 Rev. Chris Buckingham-Taylor 20 years   Rev. Joanne Thomson 35 years 
 Rev. Denise Cole 20 years   Rev. W Dow Edgerton 40 years 
 Rev. Dave Frey 20 years   Rev. Peter Fabian 40 years 
 Rev. Winton Boyd 25 years   Rev. Bill McIntyre 40 years 
 Rev. Jung Ja Haynes Lee 25 years   Rev. Paul Quackenbush 45 years 
 Rev. Sung Hwan Park 25 years   Rev. Herb Saunders 50 years 
 Rev. Wayne Shannon 25 years   Rev. Jacques Schiesser 50 years 
 Rev. Bonnie Van Overbeke 25 years   Rev. Phil Yeager 55 years 
 Rev. Jill Sneed Bobholz 30 years   Rev. John Klindt 60 years  
 Rev. Kenneth Pennings 30 years   Rev. Charles Rota 70 years 

 
 

 
 
 

2016 Church Anniversaries 
 

Washington Reformation UCC 
First UCC 
Mt Zion UCC 
Congregational UCC 
Emerald Grove UCC 
First Congregational UCC 

 

Monticello 
Reeseville 
Platteville 
Brodhead 
Janesville 
Fort Atkinson 

 

140 years 
140 years 
145 years 
160 years 
170 years 
175 years 
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Report of the Associate Conference Minister 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
It has been a joy and a privilege to have begun serving as the Associate Conference Minister for 
the Southwest Association (and for Various Other Things) since September 1, 2015.  
 
At the two kick-off “Pizza Parties” in New Glarus and at Orchard Ridge in Madison, I said that 
my plan for my first year in this position was to make it a priority to meet with individuals and 
groups in our Association in order to listen.  I’m happy to say that I’ve been able to do that and 
plan to do more,  driving to lots of places in this beautiful part of the state to visit with pastors, 
lay leaders, Councils, and search committees.  I’ve been especially happy that you continue to 
come to the “Out of the Office Hours” that are scheduled every month in coffee shops in 
different parts of the Association.  Since I’m working out of my home office in Madison, this has 
been a good way for me to be accessible for questions, contact, and just general conversation.  
I’ve also learned a lot about our cities and towns from hanging around in your coffee shops, 
because everyone, of all ages and generations, is there.   
 
At the Pizza Parties I also said that it was my belief that “We are all in this together” because we 
are part of the Body of Christ.  We are also all a part of the particular covenant which is the 
United Church of Christ in Wisconsin.  That’s my hope for us – that we will find new meaning in 
what it means to be part of the wider community whose center is Christ, and new ways of being 
for and with one another as we transform our congregations and engage our communities.  Our 
Association meeting focuses on this theme.   
 
I’m very grateful for the gifted leaders who guide the structures of our Association so that we 
can fulfill our essential ministries.  In particular, our Moderator Gretchen Viney, who is 
completing her term this year, deserves our thanks for her commitment and diligence.  I’m also 
grateful to Rev. Kent Ulery, Interim Associate Conference Minister, who worked very hard to 
make this transition as smooth as possible. 
 
For a while now, I’ve been playing with the idea that in our wider church life we act as a 
“community of leaders,” our individual gifts shared in covenant, to support, guide, and 
challenge the church as we live out our call in the world.  I saw this most significantly over the 
past few months in the witness of #LoveOverFear.  I’m encouraged and inspired by the 
#LoveOverFear response, not only because it’s an important statement of what we value, but 
also because of how it happened.   The Spirit calls us to act and speak together at times of 
stress and need, sometimes within our familiar structures, but also in new ways that both 
reflect the best of, and reach beyond, our institutional life. 
 
With thanks to God for the call to serve the congregations of the Southwest Association and the 
Wisconsin Conference, 
 
Joanne 
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Registrar’s Report 
 

REGISTRAR’S REPORT FOR SOUTHWEST ASSOCIATION SPRING MEETING 
March 2015 to February 2016 

 
CHURCHES        50     
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP-2012              9,609 
AUTHORIZATION 

Ordained 
 Clergy serving parishes      30 
 Clergy serving as Chaplains       7 
 Clergy serving in Conference work       2 
 UCC clergy serving other denominations     2 
 Unclassified Clergy       5 

Interim Ministers with standing in SWA, serving parishes                10 
 Clergy with Dual Standing       2 
 Retired Clergy       48 

Commissioned Ministers      2 
Licensed Ministers          5 

OTHERS SERVING IN OUR MIDST 
 Educational Workers       3 
 Interim Ministers not holding standing in SWA, serving parishes   1 
 Clergy of another denomination serving UCC parishes   5 
 Members in Discernment for Ordained Ministry    5 
 Members in Discernment for Licensed Ministry    1 
 Clergy in Health and Welfare Work      1 
                Clergy in other Religious Work      2  
ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL 

Tracy Nolan on Sept. 12       Susan Shands on Nov. 7 
ORDINATION 

 Tracy Nolan – First Congregational Madison on Nov. 22 
INSTALLATIONS 

Rev. Leslie Schenk at Plymouth UCC, Madison – Dec. 6; Rev. Tanya Sadagopan at First 
Congregational, Janesville – Jan. 10; Rev. Joanne Thomson for Wisconsin Conference – Feb. 21 

RETIREMENTS 
  Rev. Michael Bausch 
GRANTED STANDING 

Rev. Wayne Shannon, Rev. Tanya Sadagopan, Rev. Leslie Schenk , Rev. Ann Beatty, Rev. Sonya 
Ingebritsen 

TRANSFERRED STANDING 
Rev. Patricia Hough to Southeast Conference; Rev. Phil Milam to Northwest Wisconsin 
Association;  
Rev. Tracy Nolan to Illinois Conference-Chicago Metropolitan; Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon to 
Illinois Conference-Western Association 

DEATHS OF CLERGY 
Rev. David Michael, June 7, 2015; Rev. Robert Tully, June 13, 2015; Rev. Kenneth Friou, July 2, 
2015; Mrs. Ruth Robeson (Commissioned), Oct. 5, 2015; Rev. Charles Workman, Oct. 7, 2015; 
Rev. Ralph Wiedenhoft, Oct. 31, 2015; Rev. Zane Pautz, Jan. 13, 2016 
 

 Submitted by Phil Haslanger 
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Moderator’s Report 
 
Greetings!  I am on the cusp of concluding my two years as your moderator.  Last year, I 
introduced myself in this space.  For those who were not at last year’s meeting, here’s a recap 
because, frankly, not much has changed:  I am a lay member of the First Congregational United 
Church of Christ of Baraboo.  In my “other” life, I am a semi-retired lawyer (after more than 30 
years) and now a full-time clinical professor at the University of Wisconsin Law School.  I am a 
4-year graduate of Lay Academy.  I have served in nearly every possible position in my local 
church.  In my spare time, such as it is, I enjoy curling, reading (mostly mysteries), fishing, 
singing tenor in the church choir, and watching college sports.  I am currently on the UW 
Athletic Board.  My husband Joe and I celebrated our 38th anniversary in December; we have 
two adult children.    
 
This Association continues to function because of the dedication of volunteers who serve on 
committees and divisions.  Thank you all!  I particularly want to acknowledge the Executive 
Committee, which is made up of the officers of the Association, four members-at-large, a 
representative from each of the divisions, and the representatives to the Wisconsin 
Conference.  The Committee met every month this year except June, August, and December.  
Members of the Committee were: Officers:  Gretchen Viney [moderator]; Rev. Jim Iliff 
[treasurer]; Karen Steele [secretary].   Members-at-Large: Rev. Brad Brookins; Rev. Marlea 
Gilbert; Gail Holmes; Kandace Keuler.   Division Representatives:  Rev. Chris Buckingham-Taylor 
[Church & Ministry]; Rev. Roger Brooks [Social Concerns and also our Shalom editor].  
Conference Representatives:  Rev. Luke Bocher, followed by Paul Karch; Ann Savides Dolan; 
Rev. Kerri Parker; and Rev. Bill Kapp, who came on board in February to fill a vacant seat.    

When I was a child, I wanted to be creative.  I envisioned myself as a concert pianist or, 
perhaps, an award-winning author.  Instead, I found myself saddled with the oh-so-boring label 
of dependable, occasionally ceding to its cousins reliable and organized.  Eventually, as an adult, 
I concluded that there are worse adjectives than dependable and that “many gifts” is a reality, 
not a competition.  As we move forward as an Association, I hope that you are satisfied that we 
have proceeded on a steady course during the past two years, laying the groundwork for future 
(and might I say creative) programs.  The Executive Committee has met regularly to oversee the 
on-going business of the Association, to develop strategies for meaningful communication 
within the Association, and to make plans to address the needs of our congregations and clergy.  
Our communication infrastructure is new-and-improved, with the website up and running 
(hosted by the Wisconsin Conference) and the now-reliable Shalom linking us together and 
keeping us informed of Association and wider-church news.  (Thank you, Roger Brooks!)  
Assuming the proposed constitutional amendment is enacted, the Executive Committee will be 
more representative and responsive because we will not expect our already hard-working 
Conference Board representatives to serve, individually, on it.  With the creation of the Division 
of Clergy & Congregation Support, the Association will be able to focus its programs where the 
Association can be most effective:  supporting our local churches and their clergy.  Meanwhile, 
our Divisions continue to function independently with appropriate, but minimal, oversight by 
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the Executive Committee; the high caliber of these ministries is reflected in their reports.  I am 
confident that, as an Association, we are stable, functioning, and (dare I say) dependable. 

More creative leaders than I will now take us into the future.  I am enormously honored that I 
had the opportunity to serve as your moderator.  Thank you for your trust and support.     
 
Yours in Christ, 
Gretchen Viney 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
 

BALANCE SHEET--2015 
    

Assets 
Balance, 
1/1/2015 Receipts 

Disburse-
ments 

Balance, 
12/31/2015 

Checking Account $38,777.29  $40,833.00  ($46,254.43) $33,355.86  

     Total: $38,777.29  $40,833.00  ($46,254.43) $33,355.86  

     Funds 
    Authorized Lay Pastor Fund $765.00  $0.00  ($765.00) $0.00  

SW General Synod Fund $0.00  $500.00  ($300.00) $200.00  
SW Youth Event Fund $0.00  $250.00  $0.00  $250.00  
SW UEK Partnership Fund $0.00  $1,000.00  $0.00  $1,000.00  
SW Bethlehem Partnership 
Fund $0.00  $1,000.00  $0.00  $1,000.00  
SW Operations Fund $38,012.29  $38,133.00  ($45,239.43) $30,905.86  

     Total: $38,777.29  $40,883.00  ($46,304.43) $33,355.86  
 

As SW Association treasurer, my efforts have been focused in two areas: 1) reducing of our 
accumulated surplus and 2) providing financial resources for changing priorities within the 
Association. 
 
When I became treasurer in 2013, our checking account balance was nearly $65,000—far more 
than we needed.  With staff transitions and changing programs, we were receiving your 
contributions at a rate far higher than we needed.  So, in both 2014 and 2015, we reduced the 
per capita rate for dues, funded a number of special requests, and built into our budget a 
spend-down of our surplus.  These factors allowed us to reduce our cash on hand to a more 
reasonable $33,000 by the end of 2015.  We have a small spend-down included in the 2016 
budget that should reduce our surplus into the $25,000-$30,000 range. 
 
Beginning with the 2015 budget, we significantly refocused the program of the Association in 
four major areas: Church & Ministry, Social Concerns (both continuing priorities), Wider Church 
Support, and Clergy and Congregational Support.  We have discontinued the Divisions on 
Christian Education, Extension and Renewal, and Lay Life and Leadership and have created a 
Division on Clergy and Congregational Support.  We have already had the first gathering of 
retired clergy and hope that this new division will sponsor additional events for clergy and 
congregations.  All of these changes were reflected in the 2015 and 2016 budgets and will carry 
forward into 2017. 
 
In 2015, we tried to be more attentive to payment of dues and send “gentle reminders” to 
churches that were behind in their payments.  In part because of this, we received 98.3% of the 
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amount we requested and received at least some payment from all but two churches.  Thank 
you for your support of the work of the SW Association! 
 
It has been my pleasure to service as treasurer for the Association.  Feel free to contact me if 
you have questions or concerns related to the financial support for the ministry and mission of 
the SW Association. 
 
Rev. Jim Iliff 
mccpastor@middletonucc.org 
(608) 831-4694 
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2015 Financial Report 
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Church and Ministry Report 
 
Church and Ministry had a very active and exciting 2015 (please see the Registrar’s report for 
2015) which included; ordinations, transfers of standing and the granting of standing, 
participating in services of farewell, installation services and representing the association in 
pastoral retirement services, in addition to several other duties which fall under Church and 
Ministry.   A quick review of the Registrar’s report for 2015 is but a snapshot of the important 
work performed by the dedicated members of Church and Ministry on behalf of the Southwest 
Association.  What does not appear in the report is the number of hours that the members of 
Church and Ministry put into their service which includes, in addition to monthly meetings, 
working with their Members in Discernment, participating in reading groups that review 
ordination papers and portfolios presented to the division for consideration, working to 
present, and to ensure that boundary training events for association clergy are available and 
that records for clergy are up to date.   
 
Church and Ministry has continued its work with the other divisions of Church and Ministry 
within the Wisconsin Conference of the UCC, to adopt new policies and procedures that make 
the requirements for ordination virtually the same within each Association.  As a part of this 
effort, in 2015, your Church and Ministry division approved and adopted new procedures and 
policies for licensed ministry that are consistent throughout the Associations of the Wisconsin 
Conference.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Southwest Association Church 
and Ministry Division for their support of my time as Chair.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time 
as Chair and consider serving on Church and Ministry to be a highlight of my time in ministry.  I 
would especially like to thank the Rev. Dr. Kent Ulery, and our current Associate Conference 
Minister, the Rev. Dr. Joanne Thomson, for their guidance, support and wisdom.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The Rev. Chris Buckingham-Taylor 
Chair of the Southwest Association  
Division of Church and Ministry   
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Division on Social Concerns Report 
 
With the generous support of Congregations of the Southwest Association, the SW Social 
Concerns Division has carried out the vital ministry of partnering with local congregations to 
care for our neighbors in the name of Jesus.  Out of a budget amount of $14,000, grants for 
$13,400 were made.  Grants included a $3,000 grant to Prison Ministry which was a separate 
line item in last year’s budget. 
   
Our goal is to “work with congregations and individuals in supporting the social concerns efforts 
of congregations in ways that reach beyond the capacity of any one congregation and to 
identify regional areas of social concern for our congregations to consider”.  The Social 
Concerns Division encourages any church in the Southwest Association to submit requests for 
help in funding social concerns projects.  Projects can be in your home community, in the state, 
the nation, or the world.  Small grant requests of $500 and under for locally-funded projects are 
welcome.  We generally recommend a ceiling of $1,000 for requests.  Susan Taylor, at the 
Conference Office, will email the two-page form for grant requests and she will receive and 
forward requests to the Committee. 
 
Listed here are the exciting ministries we funded for 2015: 
 
$500 was granted to Mineral Point UCC & Plymouth UCC Dodgeville for their joint mission trip 
to Moore, Oklahoma to continue helping with tornado recovery.  This is a yearly trip to 
communities affected by natural disasters. 
 
First Congregational UCC of Madison was granted $500 to match the church’s $500 gift to be 
given to the Virginia Kreyer Scholarship Fund.  This scholarship fund is for Theological Education 
for persons with disabilities called to Authorized Ministry.  It is administrated by the UCC.  This 
scholarship will support the needs of people with disabilities as they engage in theological 
education in preparation for authorized ministry in the United Church of Christ. 
 
$600 was provided for dues to MOSES, a grass roots prison reform initiative. The object is to 
reduce the current population of 22,000 prisoners in Wisconsin. 
 
Orchard Ridge UCC received $1,000 to support their youth group mission trip to Roanoke, 
Virginia.  The youth will be working at a local food pantry, assisting a local church, and working 
with the Rescue Mission that serves homeless people including children. 
 
St. John’s UCC, Monroe received $800 to partner with their mission trip to New Orleans.  Needs 
are identified by Youthworks. 
 
$500 was awarded to First Congregational UCC, Madison for their support of the Pa-Moja 
project.   This will help support 10 students from East High and 4 adults traveling to their sister 
school in Kenya meeting and learning about the life of students.   60% of East High students are 
economically disadvantaged and ¼ of the student body is African American.  The goal is to 
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inspire students to learn about African culture first hand, feel empowered and experience a 
deeper sense of confidence and knowledge. 
 
First Congregational UCC, Madison received $3,000 to help support the Prison Ministry Project 
of the church.  The Southwest Association has funded this prison ministry for the past 10 years.  
It is a ministry of presence as well as restorative justice with men and women inside prison 
walls in Wisconsin, their families and their victims.  It is also a ministry advocating for prison 
reform. 
 
Trinity UCC, Endeavor received $500 to help support their community meal that they provide 
once a month.  The goal is to help people who are hungry and build a deeper sense of 
community.  Since 2014, they have served 160 people each month. 
 
Plymouth Congregational UCC, Madison  received $1,000 to help support the Personal 
Essentials Pantry Atwood (PEP) in providing  the essentials of personal and household hygiene 
to all individuals and families in need. 
 
Olivet Congregational UCC, Columbus was awarded $1,000 to give reconditioned computers no 
longer used by the schools to young adults and adults to apply for jobs etc. The library in town 
has only 2 computers for public use. 
 
Fairhaven received $2,000 towards the purchase of an accessible bus and van.  Fairhaven is a 
ministry of partnership with the Council for Health and Human Services of the UCC that serves 
approximately 275 residents.  With our gift of $2,000 added to the $75,000 in pledges received 
the bus was ordered to be build.  The cost of the bus and van is $160,000. 
 
First Congregational UCC, Platteville was awarded $2,000 to help found Family Promise of Grant 
County – a network of local congregations providing comprehensive care for families facing 
homelessness.  Host congregations will house families at their church for 1 week, four times a 
year.  It will be a ministry of hospitality serving meals, providing warm beds and fellowship with   
guests. 
 
Rev. John Tyler, chair 
Denny Blackmore 
Rev.  Roger Brooks 
Paulette Harder 
Rev. Zayna Thompson 
Rain Zephyr 
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2015 UEK German Partnership Report 
 
  
2015 was a quiet year for the partnership between the Southwest Association of the Wisconsin 
Conference UCC and the Moers Church District in Germany.  The Young Ambassadors are 
coming off a youth exchange in 2013-2014 and an adult group from the Southwest Association 
traveled to Germany in the fall of 2014 to participate in a program which focused on the 
ministry of the Waldensian Christian Community in Italy. 
 
The UEK Working Group is currently making preparations for an adult group from Moers to visit 
the Southwest Association in October 2016.  Tentative arrangements are for our thirteen 
German guests to be picked up in Chicago, stay with host families in Mineral Point for a few 
days and then with host families in the Madison area.  The highlight of our time together will be 
spending a few days at the beautiful Pilgrim Center for a study on Martin Luther and the 
Reformation.  After one final day in the Madison area, our German partners will depart for a 
few days of sightseeing in Chicago. 
 
A member of the committee is planning to visit Germany in August.  Face-to-face visits with our 
partners are most helpful when it comes to maintaining connections and making future 
arrangements for youth and adult programming.       
 
Members of the UEK Working Group are Laura Stalder, Karen Tennessen, Vera Ames and Bob 
Mutton. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,                                                                                                                                              
 
Bill Kapp, chair     
  

16



Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting 
 
Southwest Association, Wisconsin Conference, United Church of Christ 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Madison, WI 
April 11, 2015 
 
The Rev. Franz S. Rigert, Wisconsin Conference Minister, opened the meeting with worship. The 
theme for this meeting is from Ezekiel 11:19-20 - “I will put a new spirit within you.” Rev. 
Rigert’s message built on that theme. According to Pew Research, Christianity and Islam will 
continue to grow worldwide. Right now 78% of Americans claim to be Christians but by 2050 
the number will be 66%. Ezekiel was a 6th century BCE prophet during the Babylonian exile. His 
message was that we (and those of 6th century BCE) must have one heart (solidarity) that is a 
heart of tenderness and receptivity. Our chronic complaining is habitual but is not our way 
forward. Rev. Rigert said let us be dared by the Spirit: connect with and care for each other, not 
called to isolation ministry and it is all about relationships. Let us be daring disciples! 
 
After a Roll Call of Churches, four workshops were presented. One workshop, presented by Rev. 
Kerri Parker, was on McFarland UCC’s “Messy Church”, a monthly Sunday afternoon program 
initially to reach the unchurched and the underchurched, especially young families, but has 
become a multigenerational way of learning the Bible stories in a safe, unconventional and 
exciting new way. Messy Church will be highlighted by the National UCC at a workshop on 
November 8th at McFarland UCC as an Inspiring Model of Ministry. 
 
The second workshop was presented by Rev. Dr. Sara Rabe on Paoli Zwingli UCC’s experience 
with Appreciative Inquiry. This is a way to focus on the resources we already have within our 
congregations. It is a beginning to a discovery of new breath of life into your church’s future. 
Both of these workshops emphasized that these should not be thought of as ways to increase 
membership or worship attendance but both have seen them as a side benefit. 
 
Gretchen Pearson from Dodgeville’s Plymouth Congregational UCC presented their mission as 
part of the Multi-Cultural Outreach program which works with the growing population of 
generally invisible immigrant parents and children in several counties of Southwest Wisconsin. 
They have been providing an ESL (English as a Second Language) program since 2011. This is 
now an ELL (English Language Learners) program and there is a free health clinic in Dodgeville. 
They are now expanding to provide social services, interpretive services, and legal services 
under a Board of Directors. Gretchen challenged us to ask what are we doing as a congregation 
for this population. 
 
The fourth workshop, presented by Rev. Zayna Thompson and Rick Gleason, was on “The 
Hidden Homeless: Serving Homeless Families in Rural Southwest Wisconsin. Family Promise of 
Grant County is a new organization that is part of 160 affiliate organizations across the nation 
that hopes to serve this overlooked population. Rev. Thompson (Pastor of First Congregation 
UCC/ Mt. Zion UCC, Platteville) is Board President and Rick is Director of Family Promise of 
Grant County. 
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Moderator Gretchen Viney conducted the business meeting. The agenda was approved by a 
motion by Gail Holmes, second by Rich Fluechtling. 
 
A motion was made by Marlea Gilbert, seconded by Richard Steele to approve the minutes of 
the 2014 Annual Meeting as printed in the 2015 White Book. Motion passed. 
 
New pastors in the Southwest Association since our last meeting were recognized. These are: 
 Denise Cole at Mazomanie 
 Donna Kaveloski at Barneveld 
 Delisa Buckingham-Taylor at Fairhaven 
 David Fry at Brodhead 
 Joylynn Graham at Mineral Point/Dodgeville 
 
Treasurer Jim Iliff presented the Treasurer’s Report for 2014. The report was received. The 2016 
budget was presented by Rev. Iliff. Membership dues paid to the Association have been 
increased to $4.50/member from $4.00/member. The Communications Coordinator and the 
Webmaster both received a 3% raise. A new category of a maximum of $1000 for Support for 
Conference Events was added to Wider Church Support. The budget was approved on a motion 
by Gail Holmes and a second by Rev. Doug Fauth. 
 
Division and Partnership reports are printed in the White Book. The Moderator’s Report is also 
in the White Book but Gretchen added 2 items: 1) There is an opportunity for 4 churches of the 
Southwest Association to highlight a mission of their church at the Wisconsin Conference 
Annual Meeting in June and 2) We need a location for the next Southwest Association Annual 
Meeting. 
 
The 2015 Nominations Report was presented. Rev. Bill Kapp moved and Kandace Keuler 
seconded to close the nominations and accept unanimously the slate as presented. Motion 
passed. 
 
New Officers are: 
 Vice-Moderator (term expires 2016) - Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
 Treasurer (term 2015-2017) - Rev. James Iliff 
 Secretary (term 2015-2017) - Karen Steele 
 Executive Committee Member-at-large (term 2015-2017) - Gail Holmes 
 Division on Church & Ministry (term 2015-2018) - Tina Beckman, Rev. Phil Haslanger, 
  Barb Lewis, Rev. Kerri Parker, Geoff Brink 
 Division on Social Concerns (term 2015-2018) - Denny Blackmore, Paulette Harder,  
  S. Liz Michaels 
  2 additional people needed 
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Lay Academy will host a first ever alumni event on July 31st & August 1st at De Forest. All current 
and former Lay Academy participants are invited. 
 
All the churches of the Wisconsin Conference are urged to participate in the Campital Campaign 
to sustain and refresh our Camps at Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center. 
 
The Mutton Lectureship featuring Deborah Krause will be November 14th at the Trost Center in 
De Forest. 
 
Everyone is invited to the Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting to be held June 12-14, 2015 at 
Green Lake Conference Center with the theme “Courage in the Struggle”. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by motion of Cindy Foley, second by Rich Fluechtling. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Karen Steele 
SWA Executive Committee Secretary 
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Agenda for the 2016 Business Meeting 
 
1. Opening  

 

2. Approve/modify agenda 
Added items will be slotted at #8, below. 

 
3. Approve minutes of April 11, 2015 Annual Meeting 

 

4. Recognition of New Pastors 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report   
Rev. Jim Iliff will review the 2015 Financial Report and respond to questions.  He will then 
present the 2017 Budget for approval.  Both documents are included in the White Book. 

 
a. 2015 Financials   
b. 2017 Budget 
 

6. Division & Partnership Reports 
The reports are included in the White Book and will be received as submitted.  However, 
this is the time to ask any questions about those reports. 

 

7. Moderator’s Report 
 
8. Added Business Items (if any): 

 

9. Nominating Committee Report & Elections 
 

10. Action on proposed changes to the SW Association Constitution. 
 

11. Announcements & Updates 
If you have something of general interest to share with us, this is the time! 
 

12. Adjourn 
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2016 Budget  
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2017 Proposed Budget 
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2016 Nominations Report 
 
 
Vice Moderator [2018]:  Petra Streiff 
 
Secretary [(partial term) 2017]:          . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
Executive Committee [2018]:  Rev. Brad Brookins   [2nd term] 
 (Members at Large)   Rev. Marlea Gilbert   [2nd term] 
     Ann Prophett 
 
 New Positions [2017]:  Rev. Tiff Bates 
 
      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
Church and Ministry [2019]:  Lynn Breedlove 
     Rev. Cathy Carlson 
     Rev. Heide Hackman* 
     Kathy Hodgkins* 
     Tom Pugh 
 
Social Concerns [2019]:  Rain Zephyr   [2nd term] 

Rev. David Frey 
     Rev. Lois Rosko 
     Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 
     Karen Fletcher  [partial term 2017] 
 
     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Wisconsin Conference Board of Directors [2018]: 
     Ann Savides Dolan   [2nd term] 
     Rev. Kerri Parker  [2nd term] 
     Rev. Bill Kapp** 
     Paul Karch** 
 
 
*completing a partial term; entering first full term 
**appointed by Southwest Association Executive Committee; nominated for full term 
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